
LNLA Quarterly Newsletter | Volume 68 | October / November / December 2019

Winter 2019





LNLA Quarterly Newsletter 2019 Vol. 68

1

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E

President’s Message..........................................................2
In Memory........................................................................3
From The Cover.................................................................3
Upcoming Events..............................................................4
Notes From The Secretary..................................................6
Member Recipe.................................................................9
Plant Con........................................................................10
National Plant Propagators Society.................................13
IPPS Auction....................................................................15
Ornamental Trials: The 2019 Industry Choice Awards......17
LSU AgCenter Super Plants.............................................18
Industrial Hemp Update..................................................19
Landscape Design Sketchbook........................................21
Plants, Plants, and more Plants.......................................23
The Plant Doctor.............................................................24
The Weed Doctor.............................................................27
The Bug Doctor...............................................................29
Three-Legged Stool.........................................................31
Counting On Louisiana ...................................................35
Alternative and Supplemental Crops...............................36
New Orleans Horticultural Society..................................39
American Horticulture Update........................................40 
Hammond Research Station Update...............................41
CNLP Exams....................................................................43 
LNLA Board of Directors Meeting Minuts........................45
LNLA Membership Application........................................46

2019 Board of
Directors & 

Officers
Mission...To enhance the quality of life for people, conserve and protect the global 
environment, and promote the professionalism and profitability of the nursery and 
landscape industry in Louisiana.

  

President – Ricky Becnel
rickybecnel@gmail.com
504-656-7535
Saxon Becnel & Sons, LLC
13949 Hwy 23
Belle Chasse, LA  70037-4117
     
1st Vice-President  – Kurt Ducote
ducotestrees@yahoo.com
225-229-7113
Ducote’s Tree Farm
4521 Wye Rd.
 LAkeland, LA 70752

2nd Vice-President – Lisa Loup
amkland@aol.com
504-913-8272
AMK Landscape Services, Inc.
850 Newman Ave.
Jefferson, LA  70121

Past President  –  Chris 
Herrmann
cherrmann@cleggsnursery.com
225-292-0821
Clegg’s Nursery #2, LLC
5696 Siegen Ln
Baton Rouge, LA  70809
     
Treasurer – Brian Bridges
brianbridges@bwicompanies.com
318-623-9158
BWI Co., Inc.
PO Box 610
Forest Hill, LA  71430

Executive Secretary – Cari Jane 
Murray
carijanelnla@gmail.com
985-237-2939
126 Bertel Drive
Covington, LA 70433

Director (2021) –  Tony Carter
lpstonyc@gmail.com
504-912-2488
 LAngridge Plant Sales
14655 Hwy 23
Belle Chasse, LA 70037

Director (2021) - Michael Roe
michael@windmillnurseryllc.com
504-210-6684
Windmill Nursery
PO Box 400
Folsom, LA 70437

Director (2021) -
Brandon Adams
318-748-6745
Adams Nursery
PO Box 580
Forest Hill, LA 71430

Director (2021) - Rayne Gibson
raynegibson1313@gmail.com
318-541-6615
Eco Wholesale Nursery
PO Box 368
Forest Hill, LA 71430

Director (2020) – Mike Hoogland
mike@hooglands.net
318-208-1057
Hoogland’s Landscape
2713 Viking Drive
Bossier City, LA 71111

Director (2020) – Juan Garcia
juan@cpnsy.com
318-715-6458
Country Pines Nursery, Inc.
PO Box 99
Forest Hill, LA  71430

Director (2020) – Gerritt Monk
gmonk@plantceaux.com
318-446-2020
Monk Farm
353 N Black Top Extension
Oakdale, LA  71463

Director (2020) – Mike Goree 
mike@michaelsnursery.com 
318-613-9505
Michael’s Nursery
PO Box 1067
Glenmora, LA  71433

Director (Associate, 2019) - 
Craig Roussel
croussel@agcenter.lsu.edu
225-963-0139

Director of Research & Education 
– Jeb Fields
jfields@agcenter.lsu.edu
985-543-4125

Download the 
LDAF App today

With our mobile horticulture application, 
it’s simple to verify individuals claiming to be 
horticulture professionals.

Did you know? Work such as plant bed 
preparation, bedding plant installation, landscape design, 
lawn irrigation system installation, tree trimming and fertilizer 
application all must be conducted by someone licensed 
through the LDAF. Be sure an individual is licensed before 
you hire them.  

The app allows users to verify a horticulture license or 
permit of a business and file a complaint. The mobile app is 
available for both Apple and Android users. Download it at the 
iTunes and Google Play stores.
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A WORD from our PRESIDENT

♦

I have truly enjoyed my term of  being on the 
LNLA board.  I have enjoyed the friendship and 
relationships I have started in getting to know 
not only the LNLA board, but also the general 
membership in our association.  These are the 
people that help in the day to day operations for 
all of  our green industry.  I consider you all a part 
of  my extended family.  Again, speaking about 
our membership, we are steadily increasing.  I am 
sure our newest members, and future members are 
beginning to realize the importance LNLA has.  As 
I have said before, without a united front we can 
not accomplish our goals.  I am looking forward to 
having a larger association as for in times of  need we 

will need to have that large voice in order to show 
everyone just how many people are counting on our 
industry.  It is up to our membership to not only 
get the word out to non-members, but as leaders be 
able to help people around us and be kind to one 
another.  As issues arise, I can say myself  and the 
LNLA board promise to be there for you all and 
promise to help for the betterment of  our industry.  
If  anyone ever needs to reach out please feel free to 
contact me.  I would like to wish everyone a Happy 
Holidays, and may God Bless you all!

Ricky Becnel 

14655 Highway 23
Belle Chasse, LA 70037

(p) 504-656-2162 •  (f) 504-656-7001

Ask for Langridge quality plants at Ask for Langridge quality plants at 
your local independent garden center!your local independent garden center!

LANGRIDGEPLANTS.COM
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In Memory
 Wayne Marsh 
Womack passed 
away November 
21, 2019 at the 
age of  87. He 
was a Resident 
of  Baton Rouge 
and a native 
of  Fort Smith, 
AR. Received a 

Master of  Landscape Architecture from 
Harvard, a Bachelor of  Art Landscape 
Architecture from LSU. He was a 
Professor for the School of  Landscape 
Architecture at LSU from 1965 to 

1999, an Associate Consultant for Jon 
Emerson and Associates, Baton Rouge, 
Project Designer; Saski Dawson, Demay 
Landscape Architects, Watertown, MA., 
Landscape Architect/ Urban Planning 
and Design ; City Planning Commission, 
Baton Rouge. Honorable Active Service, 
US Army, Specialist Third Class; 
received Outstanding Professor Award, 
ASLA, LSU Student Chapter, 1998-
1999. Professor Womack’s experience 
as a design critic and his broad interest 
in the arts added significant breadth to 
his skill and talents. Students, friends 
and clients are the beneficiaries of  his 

firsthand knowledge of  gardens and 
public landscape works which acquired 
during extensive travels throughout 
Europe, Egypt, Central America and 
the United States. He is survived by his 
spouse, Jon Emerson of  Baton Rouge, 
a cousin, Martha Jane of  Dallas and a 
Border Terrier, “Tess”. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Guy and Reba 
Womack of  Fort Smith, AR. There will 
be a memorial service at a later date. 
Donations may be made Louisiana War 
Veterans Home, Attention: Activities 
Department, 4739 Hwy 10, Jackson, LA 
70748.  

WAYNE MARSH WOMACK

	 Mattie was born on March 3, 
1947 and passed away on Wednesday, 
September 11, 2019. Mattie was a 1965 
graduate of  Tylertown High School and 

later obtained her bachelor’s degree in 
teaching from Southeastern Louisiana 
University.  In lieu of  flowers, donations 
may be made to the Canaan Baptist 

Church Youth Fund, 18486 Sanders Rd, 
Franklinton, LA 70438.

MATTIE FORTENBERRY SEAL

FROM THE COVER
       Monk Farms is a family 
owned and operated wholesale 
nursery headquartered in 
Oakdale, LA. Customer 
service and quality products 
are our number one priority. In 
1987, we were established with 
cattle and horses, a passion I 
developed at the early age of  

12. At 18 I left the country life 
behind traveling North America 
with an environmental services 
company, for 20 years. I traveled 
the country, all the while having 
something brewing inside me. 
The country life was calling 
me. Home was calling me.. 
The farm was calling me.. I 
purchased additional 52 acres 
in 1995, then in 2000 I returned 
home for good. At this time, 
I began managing a nursery 
full time. This is also the time 
that Monk Farms growing 
operations began. Our growing 
operations consists of  Ground 
Cover, Ornamental Grasses, 

multiple varieties of  Carex. As a 
member of  LNLA, and TNLA, 
Monk Farms strives to provide 
the strongest, healthiest, best 
variety of  everything we sell, 
for the last 19 years and many 
more to come.

Gerritt Monk and Family
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UPCOMING EVENTS

For more information and availability
Contact: Rusty McSparrin

Specializing in 5 and 10 gallon material!!!! 
Contact: Debbie Head 

3840 HWY 112 

Forest Hill, LA 71430 

Phone: 318-748-6715 Fax: 318-748-7441 

Ema i I :georgej oh nson nsy@yahoo.com 

Serving the Green Industry since 1965!!!! 

January 8, 2020 - Louisiana State 
Horticulture Society Annual Conference, 
LSU AgCenter Hammond Research Station. 
Contact Kathryn Fontenot for more 
information kkfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu

January 9, 2020 - Louisiana Turf Grass 
Association Annual Conference, Tiger 
Stadium. Contact Ron Strahan for more 
information rstrahan@agcenter.lsu.edu or 
visit www.laturf.net

January 15-17, 2020 – Gulf States 
Horticulture Expo, Mobile, AL. Visit gshe.org
for more information.

January 16, 2020 - LNLA’s Annual 
Membership Breakfast and Awards Meeting 
at GSHE.  7AM Room 202A&B, Arthur 
Outlaw Convention Center, Mobile, AL

January 16, 2020 - LNLA’s Annual 
Hospitality Hour and Foundation Silent 
Auction.  5PM Room 202 A&B, Arthur 
Outlaw Convention Center, Mobile, AL

February 18-19, 2020 - LNLA’s Certified 
Nursery and Landscape Professional (CNLP) 
Manual Review and Exam, Hammond 
Research Station, visit lnla.org for more info 
and to register.

March 25, 2020 - Ornamental & Turf 
Grass Commercial Pesticide Applicator Re-
certification, Location  TBA, Bossier City, LA.  
Visit www.lpca.org for more information.

The LSU AgCenter and affiliated groups offer numerous 

educational opportunities for nursery and landscape 

professionals. Some educational programs having multi-state 

impact and attendance are also listed. Be sure to check with 

the contact person listed for more specific information on 

each event and confirm date, location, time prior to attending. 
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Grow Your Business
Successful owners and key decision makers know they must invest in their business and staff if they want 
to grow and stay ahead of the competition. Attending GSHE 2020 is an investment that will grow your knowl-
edge, your network, and ultimately your bottom line! Join your Green Industry peers in Mobile, AL next Janu-
ary for one day of learning and two days of trade show.

If you buy, sell, install, maintain, design, or supply products and services relative to the ornamental plant and 
landscape trade, then GSHE 2020 is for you! Industry Professionals only please.

Education Sessions are currently under development and will be posted at www.gshe.org when online regis-
tration opens in October. For now, just save the date and check the website for updates this Fall.

LEARN: Education Sessions Wednesday, January 15, 2020
NETWORK: Welcome Reception Wednesday, January 15, 2020
EXPLORE: Trade Show Thursday & Friday, Jan. 16 –17,  2020

MOBILE CONVENTION CENTER, ONE SOUTH WATER ST., MOBILE, AL

WWW.GSHE.ORG | 334-821-5148 | INFO@GSHE.ORG

EXHIBITORS, LIMITED BOOTH SPACE IS STILL AVAILABLE.

GSHE IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY

MOBILE CONVENTION CENTER • ONE SOUTH WATER STREET • MOBILE, ALABAMAHORTICULTURAL EXPO
WWW.GSHE.ORG • 334-821-5148 • INFO@GSHE.ORG

SAVE 
THE DATE 

JAN 
1 5 — 
1 7 20

20

“GSHE offers many opportunities for 
learning & networking. Our team always 

discovers new plants, products, and 
suppliers. This event is a must for green 

industry professionals.”

— Dan Batson, GreenForest Nursery 
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Notes from the secretary...
Hello Everyone, 
    I can’t believe another year is coming to an end!  The fourth 
quarter is always very busy for the LNLA office.  We have 
had two very informative and productive board meetings 
and hosted the Louisiana Plant Materials Conference.  
We are busy at work preparing for another great annual 
membership meeting at the Gulf  States Horticulture Expo 
in Mobile, AL in the coming weeks.  And of  course 2020 
membership dues renewals!
    We had a visit from FBI agent Steven Zeringue at our 
last board meeting to inform us about toxic plants, there 
dangers and customers to be leery of  and what to do. You 
can find this information on the next page.  Report any 
suspicious activity!
    The LNLA board works hard for all of  the members and 
our industry in the state! I am amazed at the progress we 
have made over the past year, growing our membership to 
over 550.  The board has made great strides in promoting 
LNLA to over 3000 potential members across the state.  We 
are continuously searching for member benefit partnerships 
that are useful to our members. LNLA is first and foremost 
a network and we do our best to get the most beneficial 
information for you and your business to you as it comes 
to us.  Be sure to visit the Member Benefits page on our 
website LNLA.ORG where you can find a complete list. 
    We have funded some really great events over the past 

year for the LSU AgCenter, FFA, SELNA, the Louisiana 
Native Plant Society and others.  IPPS-SR in Baton Rouge 
this October was a huge success and brought our Louisiana 
Green Industry into the spotlight!
    Our Plant Materials conference did not disappoint with 
several of  our states well knowns speaking about what they 
love; “PLANTS”!  Thank you Ms. Margie Jenkins, Buddy 
Lee, Robert LaCroix and Candria Powers for serving our 
industry and sharing your knowledge.  I am also forever 
grateful to Jeb Fields, Jason Stagg and Yan Chen at the LSU 
AgCenter Hammond Station for all the support they give 
us!
     The LNLA Annual Membership Breakfast Meeting and 
Awards Banquet is just weeks away.  Make plans now to 
attend! 
	 Please send your 2020 LNLA membership dues in to be 
included in the printed directory!  As always, please contact 
me if  there is anything I can help you with and we welcome 
your comments and suggestions to make our association 
and industry better.  LNLA has a strong voice and I am 
proud to be a part!

	 Thank you and Happy New Year!

	 Cari Jane Murray
	 LNLA Executive Secretary

100 Gallon Boxes  

$400.00                             
Live Oaks,              

Nuttall Oaks,        
Hollies and more. 

 

300 Gallon Box 
$1250.00 

DUCOTE’S TREE FARM offers LICENSED MEMBERS OF THE GREEN INDUSTRY wholesale prices of               
our large containerized shade trees.   We grow many varieties, in sizes from 65 gallon to 300 gallon,           

ranging from 3” caliper to 12” caliper.   Ask about our pickup and delivery options.   
LIVE OAKS, MAPLES, CYPRESS, NUTTALL OAKS, SAWTOOTH OAKS, WILLOW OAKS, ELMS,                                                                   

CRAPE MYRTLES,  MAGNOLIAS, HOLLIES AND MORE! 



LNLA Quarterly Newsletter 2019 Vol. 68

7



LNLA Quarterly Newsletter 2019 Vol. 68

8



LNLA Quarterly Newsletter 2019 Vol. 68

9

RECIPES

Member

Lazy Lasagna

1 lb. ground sirloin (or ground beef) 
1 medium onion, chopped
1 tablespoon minced garlic
2 teaspoons Italian seasoning (it’s a prepackaged spice that has a 
mixture of oregano, basil, etc. in it)
olive oil 
32 oz. jar spaghetti sauce (Trader Joe’s)
8 oz. bag curly-edged noodles
8 oz. ricotta cheese
8 oz. cottage cheese
8 oz. shredded mozzarella cheese
2 eggs, beaten
2 tablespoons parsley
4 oz. shredded parmesan cheese
pepper to taste

DIRECTIONS:
Brown onion, garlic, meat & Italian seasoning in pan w/ olive oil. 
After cooked, drain fat off of meat. To same pan add spaghetti 
sauce, stir, turn to low and set aside. In a large pot, boil pasta, 
drain, cool and set aside. In a separate bowl, combine ricotta, 
cottage & mozarella cheeses w/ eggs and parsley and stir well. In a 
greased baking dish line bottom with 1/3 the meat sauce mixture 
then add half of the noodles (placed closely together), then spread 
half the cheese layer carefully over all the noodles. Repeat layers, 
ending w/ meat sauce on top. Sprinkle shredded parmesan cheese 
over entire top of dish. Pepper to taste. Bake uncovered @ 350 
degrees for 45-55 min. Let cool slightly and serve w/ salad & 
bread! Enjoy!

Ted Smith
Beau Chene Country Club
Mandeville, LA

GATOR HUNTING
LNLA members Matthew Bracy and Roger Steele 
take this great photo op during a gator hunt.  Thank 
you Roger Steele and Louisiana Tree Farm for your 
generous donation to the Foundation Gala X Live 
Auction this past Summer at City Park in New 
Orleans.
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L N L A  P R E S E N T S

HAMMOND 2019

CON
PL

AN
T

LNLA’s Fundraiser to support Horticulture Research,
Education and Scholarships

Win this Browning X-Bolt Hell’s Canyon Pro
6.5 Creedmore with a Carbon Fiber Stock, 
Fluted Tungsten Cerokote Barrel and Bolt.

Extras include: Leupold VX-6 HD (4-24x52mm, 34 mm Tube), Browning Buckmaster 
Leather Sling and Pelican Storm IM3300 Case

Visit https://www.lnla.org/raffle to purchase tickets.  $20 each or 6/$100

Drawing will be held January 17, 2020 2PM at GSHE in Mobile, AL
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LNLA sends a big
THANK YOU

to our 2019 Raffle Sponsors!
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Please	join	us	at	the	LNLFSR	Silent	Auction	at	
the	LNLA	Hospitality	at	GSHE	(Gulf	States	
Horticultural	Expo)	in	Mobile,	Alabama,	on	
January	16,	2020.		Come	bid	and	buy	auction	
items	you	will	enjoy!	
	
We	welcome	and	ask	for	donations	of	auction	
item(s)	from	LNLA	members	to	help	in	this	
effort.		Since	the	auction	is	in	Mobile,	small	size	
items	that	can	be	transported	easily	or	gift	
certificates	are	especially	welcome	and	
appreciated.		Please	contact	any	LNLFSR	Board	
member	if	you	have	an	item	you’d	like	to	
contribute.	
	
Another	way	to	support	your	Foundation	is	by	a	
donation	sent	with	your	2020	LNLA	dues.		You	
should	receive	your	dues	invoice	soon,	if	not	
already.		Simply	indicate	on	your	form	the	
amount	you	wish	to	give,	and	add	that	amount	
to	your	dues	amount	in	your	check	payment.		
LNLA	will	forward	to	LNLFSR	all	donations	that	
come	with	dues.		Your	name	and	business	will	
be	listed	in	this	newsletter	to	show	our	thanks.		
	
We	also	welcome	cash	donations	at	any	time.	
LNLFSR	donors	receive	an	acknowledgement	
letter	of	their	donation,	whether	it’s	monetary	
or	an	auction	item,	to	keep	for	tax	purposes.		
	
All	profits	go	towards	funding	college	student	
scholarships	and	ornamental	horticulture	
research.		The	Foundation	was	created	as	an	
extension	of	LNLA	to	raise	funds	for	these	
purposes	and	provide	a	tax	deductible	entity	for	
donors.		Please	support	your	Foundation.	

	
 

 
SAVE THESE DATES 

 
 

January 16, 2020 (Thurs) 
LNLFSR Silent Auction at LNLA Hospitality 

GSHE – Mobile, AL 
 
 

June 26, 2020 (Friday) 
Gala XI 

Pavilion of the Two Sister, City Park 
New Orleans, LA		

	
	

 
LNLFSR	BOARD	OF	DIRECTORS	

(Jan.	2019	-	Jan.	2021)	
President	 Sal	“Buddy”	Perino,		

Perino’s	Garden	Center		
Vice-President	 	 Michele	Andre,		
	 	 	 Ball	Seed	Co.	
Treasurer	 	 Rick	Webb,		
	 	 	 Louisiana	Growers	
Exec.	Secretary	 	 Cari	Jane	Murray,	
	 	 	 LNLFSR	
Director	 Albert	Durio,	Gerald	

Foret	Wholesale	
Nursery	

Director		 Allen	Owings,	Bracy’s	
Nursery	&	Clegg’s	
Nursery	

Director		 Jim	Foret,	The	Tree	Guy	
Director	 Pete	Newton,	Newton	

Landscape	Group	
Director,	Univ.	Rep.	 Yan	Chen,	LSU	AgCenter		
____________________________________	
	
Questions?		Contact	Cari	Jane	Murray	at		
985-237-2939	or	carijanelnla@gmail.com	
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	 Louisiana was pleased to be the host state for a 
significant horticulture event this fall – the 44th annual 
conference of  the International Plant Propagator’s 
Society – Southern Region. This event was held October 
13-16th at the Crown Plaza Executive Center in Baton 
Rouge. 
	 The International Plant Propagators’ Society 
(IPPS) is an international association of  plant 
production professionals. The Society provides a forum 
for sharing plant production knowledge with the aim to 
improve the professionalism, knowledge and skills of  its 
members. 
	 IPPS has since its inception in 1951 developed 
into the leading global plant production knowledge 
network. It has a worldwide membership of  over 
1600 members who have the opportunity to meet 
regularly on a regional and international level by 
attending educational conferences, tours, field days and 

workshops. The Society offers various scholarships, 
research grants and exchange programs.
	 Louisiana last hosted IPPS-SR in Lafayette in the 
fall of  1997. 
	 We welcomed 236 attendees to the meeting. 
Group tours on Sunday October 13th included Gerald 
Foret Wholesale Nursery, Live Oak Gardens, Rip Van 
Winkle Gardens, Jungle Gardens and McIlhenny (the 
home of  Tabasco). On Tuesday October 15th, we 
visited the LSU AgCenter Hammond Research Station, 
Windmill Nursery, Jenkins Farm and Nursery, Bracy’s 
Nursery and LaCroix Nursery. 
	 Educational seminars ere held all day on Monday 
October 14th and the AM of  Wednesday October 16th 
at the hotel.  Louisiana speakers were Rick Webb, Yan 
Chen, Jeb Fields and Marc Pastorek.
	 Thanks to everyone on the local site committee: 
Allen Owings, Jeb Fields, Ed Bush, Jason Stagg, Yan 
Chen, Buddy Lee, Rick Webb, Larry Herring, Michael 
Roe and Anna Ribbeck.  Thanks to Jason Stagg for the 
great effort with leadership for the plant auction.

International Plant Propagators Society - Southern Region

Robert LaCroix supervised the touring at LaCroix 
Nursery in Kentwood

Todd Ellefson welcomes IPPS-SR tour participants to 
Windmill Nursery

Current IPPS-SR President Brie Arthur and annual 
meeting chair Allen Owings at Rip Van Winkle Gardens

Larry Harring shows attendees propagation at Bracys 
Nursery in Amite
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For more information, visit us at: officediscounts.org/lnla

LNLA Members

on best value items

SAVE
UP TO80%

Simply shop online or print your FREE discount 
card at officediscounts.org/lnla. All available 
discounts will be immediately applied to your 
puchase and your savings will be displayed on 
your receipt.

Shreveport, LA 
(318) 678-1575

Count on FINN for quality equipment, reliable 
performance and exceptional support. Visit 
Vermeer MidSouth and find out why the best 
contractors count of FINN.
© 2019 Vermeer MidSouth Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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	 Each year the IPPS-SR meeting has a 
plant auction (live and silent) to benefit the 
group’s endowment fund This year’s auction 
was insane with 436 plants (100 more than 
the prior record).  Total funds raised was 
$12,395. Thanks to all the Louisiana plant 
and live auction donors:

Adams Nursery
Albert Durio
Allen Owings
Bill Guoin
Bracy’s Nursery
Cindy Moran
Clegg’s Nursery
Daughters and Ryan Tobacco
Ira Nelson Horticulture Center
Jenkins Farm and Nursery
Kat Kaw Nursery
Larry Brown
Louisiana Growers
LSU AgCenter Hammond Research 
Station
New Orleans Society for Louisiana Irises

Riverside Camellias
Transcend Nursery
Westfarms Nursery
Windmill Nursery

 
	 Thanks to Annual Meeting Sponsors 
from Louisiana
The annual IPPS-SR meeting would not 
have been possible without the tremendous 
supported of sponsors from Louisiana. 
Thanks to all these contributors:

Allen Owings
Louisiana Chapter – Azalea Society of 
America
Baton Rouge Landscape Association
Southeast Louisiana Nursery Association
Louisiana Nursery and Landscape 
Association
Louisiana Nursery and Landscape 
Foundation for Scholarship and Research
LSU AgCenter Hammond Research 
Station
Bracy’s Nursery

Rip Van Winkle Gardens
Live Oak Gardens
Gerald Foret Wholesale Nursery
Windmill Nursery
LaCroix Nursery
Transcend Nursery

	 Special thanks to Mike Richard Sr. at 
Live Oak Gardens for the wonderful lunch 
at the Bayless Conference Center at Rip 
Van Winkle Gardens during the Tuesday 
tour. Gardens. Special thanks to Randy 
Bracy at Bracy’s Nursery for the wonderful 
lunch at Bracy’s Nursery during the Tuesday 
tour. Breakfast on Sunday and Tuesday was 
supplied by Gerald Foret, Gerald Foret 
Wholesale Nursery and the LSU AgCenter’s 
Hammond Research Station, respectfully. 
In addition, great snacks were provided by 
Windmill Nursery (can you say Abita beer 
and pralines) and LaCroix Nursery (bluebell 
ice cream).

Thanks to the IPPS Auction Supporters

Buddy Lee and Allen Owings enjoyed viewing 
Encore azaleas at Windmill Nursery

Jeb Fields, Marc Pastorek and Rick Webb were some of the 
featured speakers

Will Afton, Jason Stagg and Ed Bush at the IPPS-
SR plant auctionMike Richard Sr sharing plant knowledge at Live Oak Gardens
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www.poolebrosnsy.com

 Page 13 LNLA Quarter ly  Newsletter  2014 Vol .  48  

The Fellow Award is meant 
to honor and recognize 
outstanding individuals for 
their contributions to the 
nursery industry and to plant 
propagation in the southern 
region. The 2019 IPPS 
Southern Region Fellows were 
announced in Baton Rouge. 
Congratulations to Dr. Donna 
Fare and Dr. Allen Owings.
Dr. Donna Fare, after serving 
her term as a Southern Region 

Board Member, served as the 2009-10 IPPS SR President. She also served 
as our International Delegate and continued to work on special projects 
for International after her term there. Dr. Fare’s career was with the USDA  
Agricultural Research Service, where she conducted numerous research 
projects to aid the ornamental horticulture industry. She has won the IPPS SR 
Sydney B. Meadows award, the SNA Slater Wight Memorial Award, and many 
others. She is always willing to share both her time and knowledge to better 
our industry.

Dr. Allen Owings, while working for the LSU AgCenter, served the 
ornamental horticulture industry with research, outreach, and teaching. 
But Dr. Owings’ generosity of spirit and selflessness lead him to work with 
numerous horticulture related groups and give hours of support to the 
industry above and beyond the call of duty. His outgoing personality and 
willingness to work has made him friends too numerous to ever count.

IPPS SR Fellows Award
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Jeb S. Fields, Jason Stagg, and Ashley Edwards
	 Each year we ask members of  the nursery and landscape 
industry to pick their favorite plants growing in the Hammond 
Research Station Trials. This year we had two separate events were 
industry members voted, The Horticulture Field Day in August and 
the SELNA Tradeshow in September. Keep in mind this was later in 
the summer and these results can skew towards what performs best 
in late summer, but it is still very important data for our industry to 
see what people want. We’ve counted over 400 individual votes, and a 
great number of  different plants received many votes, but we’re only 
going to talk about the top 10 here. This year, just for fun, we went a 
step beyond in the name of  science and asked both men and women 
to vote separately. However, it was very close between genders. 
The men only had two plants (Bottle Rocket Caladium and Fern 
Arborvitae) in their top 10 that did not make the total top 10 list, and 
the women only had one, Swamp Sunflower). 

	 First place - Intenz Classic 
Celosia. A fantastic landscape plant 
and a Louisiana Super Plant. Intenz 
Classic Celosa was the top vote 
receiving plant by both men and 
women, and by a wide margin. The 
amazing colors and contrast coupled 
with the bunching form and the 
fact that this celosia is covered with 

pollinators makes it easy to see why this was the 2019 industry choice 
blue ribbon winner! 

	 Second place - Bush Morning Glory. 
This is a large root hardy tropical shrub 
that can reach heights of  8-10’ if  left 
unpruned in the landscape. A wonderful 
open growth habit, but pruning earlier in 
the season can create a more dense form. 
The tips of  the branches are adorned 
with large flowers resembling a traditional 
morning glory vine flower. The plant is 
actually in the Ipomea genus, and flower 
colors are either white or lavender.

Third place - Hamelia 
Firebush. Native to the 
Caribbean and south Florida, 
Hamelia patens firebush is a 
wonderful root hardy tropical 
shrub that dies back to the 
ground each year. It will grow 
6-8’ each year before it freezes 
back. We have varieties with 

tubular red and orange flowers that are wonderful hummingbird 
attractants. 

Fourth place - Lime Sizzler Firebush. 
Another Louisiana Super Plant showing up 
on this list. A cultivar of  the Hamelia patens 
Firebush, this plant sports amazing golden 
yellow-lime green foliage with amazing 
orange/red tubular flowers that are similarly 
irresistible to hummingbirds. Interesting to 
note that men preferred Lime Sizzler over the 
species Firebush, but women felt differently. 

Fifth place – Red Castor Bean. 
Always a crowd pleaser, this large 
leaved tropical can reach heights of  
8’ during the growing season. Both 
stems and leaves are a rich dark 
burgundy color, but the flowers are 
insignificant. Thrives in full sun and 
hot temperatures. 

Sixth place - Dragons Breath 
Celosia. Intense reddish pink plume 
like flowers that rise above the deep 
purple foliage. Plants cycle out of  
flowering during the heat of  the 
summer giving way to the wonderful 
form and color of  the foliage. 

Seventh place - Asian Garden 
Celosia. A large upright celosia that 
has continuous hot pink blooms 
throughout the warm season. 
Bicolored leaves (red and green) look 
fantastic in the landscape. A serious 
pollinator plant for your garden.

Eighth Ornamental Pepper Sedona Sun. This ornamental pepper 
is a fantastic upright pepper with 
densely packed orange, yellow, and 
white peppers. The peppers are 
extremely hot and not necessarily 
recommended for eating.

Ninth place White Turnera. 
Turnera subulata is an upright and 
white flowered species of  the small 
tropical shrub, Turnera. Large white 
flowers with golden centers bloom 
mid-spring through fall atop dark 
green leaves. Plants usually grow up 
to 24” tall with similar width. An 
excellent addition to any pollinator 
garden, so much so that bumble bees 
cut into flowers even before they 

open, which open after sunrise and close before sunset. Should be 
more common in the horticultural trade. 
	 Tied 10th Lucky Star Pentas Lavender – One of  the top 
performers in the 2019 warm-season bedding plant trials by the 
numbers. Lucky Star pentas have performed amazingly for years now 
in our trials and this was the star of  the show this season. Constant 
color throughout the season. This did great in the landscape and in 
containers. We also named this the Butterflies choice for the year as 
we did not notice a sunny day without butterflies on this plant. 
	 Tied 10th Black Hawk Hybrid pepper. This ornamental pepper 
has green foliage that will turn a smoky burgundy color when fruiting. 
Small inconspicuous purple flowers give way to almost black fruited 
which ripen red, with an upright habit. The blooms and fruiting lasts 
from late summer through the fall adding constant color and appeal. 
	 Tied 10th Purple Bolo Bolo.  Clappertonia facifolia is a rare 
tropical shrub that originates in Africa. Growing approx. 4 to 8’ tall 
each year. We have purple, white, and lavender flowering varieties, but 
the purple just pops. The flowers are short-lived and grow about 2” 
in diameter with a mass of  yellow stamen. Produces a pubescent 
pale green fruit.

The Hammond Research Station Ornamental Trials: The 2019 Industry Choice Awards
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Jolt Dianthus is the Fall 2019 Louisiana Super Plant 

 

 

 
WARM-SEASON BEDDING PLANTS 

Angelonia – Serena series  
Angelonia – ‘Seronita Raspberry’  

Begonia – BabyWing series  
Cleome ‘Senorita Rosalita’  
Pentas – Butterfly series  

Alternanthera (Joseph Coat) ‘Little Ruby’  
Lantana – Bandana series  

Buddleia ‘Flutterby Tutti Frutti’  
Hibiscus – Luna series  
Torenia – Kauai series  

Gaillardia – Mesa series  
Coleus ‘Henna’  

Pennisetum ‘Fireworks’  
Salvia farinacea ‘Evolution Violet’  
Salvia farinacea ‘Evolution White’  

Verbena ‘Homestead Purple’  
SunPatiens (compact varieties)  

Celosia ‘Intenz Classic’ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COOL-SEASON BEDDING PLANTS 
 Columbine – Swan series  
Dianthus – Amazon series  
Foxglove – Camelot series  

Kale ‘Redbor’ Viola – Sorbet series  
Delphinium ‘Diamonds Blue’  

Petunia ‘Supertunia Vista Bubblegum’ 
 
 

SHRUBS  
Camellia ‘Shishi Gashira’  

Camellia ‘Leslie Ann’  
Azalea ‘Conversation Piece’  

Gardenia ‘Frostproof’  
Hydrangea ‘Penny Mac’  
Rose ‘Belinda’s Dream’  

Althea (Rose of Sharon) ‘Aphrodite’  
Rose – Drift series  

Viburnum ‘Mrs. Schiller’s Delight’  
Blueberries – Rabbiteye Varieties  
Virginia Willow ‘Henry’s Garnet’  
Hydrangea paniculata ‘Limelight’ 

TREES 
Evergreen Sweetbay Magnolia  

Southern Sugar Maple  
Willow Oak  

Vitex (Chaste Tree) ‘Shoal Creek’  
Southern Magnolia ‘Little Gem

LIME	SIZZLERTM	FIREBUSH	
• Root	hardy	tropical;	regrows	from	roots	
• Showy	lime-green	variegated	foliage	
• Bright	red-orange	tubular	flower	clusters	
• Attracts	pollinators	and	hummingbirds		
• Plant	in	early	spring	through	late	summer	
• Great	in	the	landscape	and	in	containers		
• Needs	full	sun	and	prefers	well-drained	soil,	
but	also	does	well	in	heavier	soils	
• Can	grow	up	to	5’	and	5’	wide,	but	most	years	
will	be	about	3’	x	3’	
	

	
	
	
	

LEMON	SEDUM	
• Fantastic	bright	lime	green	color	
• Plant	in	full	sun	
• Foliage	provides	eye-catching	texture	
• Great	“spiller”	container	plant	or	mounding	
ground	cover	
• Drought	tolerant	and	heat	loving	
• Treat	as	an	annual,	but	can	be	cold	hardy	
• Also	great	in	xeriscapes	or	rock	gardens	
• Sold	as	Lemon	CoralTM	and	‘Lemon	Ball’	

	
	
	
	
	
	

JOLTTM	SERIES	DIANTHUS		
• Interspecific	series	with	three	showy	colors	to	
choose	from:	Cherry,	Pink,	and	Pink	Magic	
• Cool	season	annual	for	Louisiana	-	plant	in	fall	
for	winter	color	or	in	very	early	spring	for	color	
through	May	
• Dark	green	leaves	on	shorter,	more	compact	
plants	compared	to	AmazonTM	dianthus	
• Typically	16-24”	high	and	12-14”	wide	
• Needs	full	sun	and	prefers	well-drained	soil		
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	 It’s been a while since a completely “new” 
large-scale crop has entered the nursery 
industry in Louisiana, but industrial hemp is 
now here! Hemp is unique because certain 
varieties may be grown as a traditional row 
crop while others may need to be grown more 
like vegetables on top of  plastic mulch. Still 
other varieties may be grown in greenhouses, 
especially plants that will be used as stock to 
produce clones.

	 With the buzz around industrial hemp 
growing each day, the LSU AgCenter 
organized its first industrial hemp 
informational meeting in Alexandria on 
November 13, 2019. Interest in the meeting 
was impressive, with over 500 people 
attending. The meeting also had 13 exhibitors 
from Louisiana and other states, and their 
business lines ranged from greenhouse 
growers to crop processors to value-added 
product manufacturers. The meeting was 
designed to provide the public with everything 
we know about hemp right now: production, 
processing, market value and regulations. If  
you weren’t able to make the meeting, most 
of  the PowerPoint presentations from that 
day have been loaded onto the AgCenter’s 
industrial hemp web page: https://www.
lsuagcenter.com/topics/crops/industrial-
hemp. Check the website regularly for 
updates, since we are adding links to relevant 
information as often as possible.
       Hemp is a largely unfamiliar crop in 
Louisiana with no past university research. 
The AgCenter will provide research and 
extension support and the Louisiana 
Department of  Agriculture and Forestry 
(LDAF) will provide the regulatory framework 
(including crop testing). One of  the largest 
unknown factors is which varieties/cultivars/
strains of  the hemp plant (Cannabis sativa) 
are going to grow best in Louisiana’s harsh 
climate. The AgCenter is planning some in-
ground variety trials for spring 2020 and is 
already growing some plants in greenhouses. 
If  you have suggestions of  industrial hemp 
varieties and/or seed sources that you feel 
should be evaluated by the AgCenter, please 
contact me as I have been asked to be a 
member of  the AgCenter’s Hemp Working 
Group. Once better-performing varieties of  
hemp can be determined, the next challenge 

facing growers will be proper harvesting and 
drying techniques suitable for our humid 
climate.

Industrial hemp plants can be grown to 
provide fiber, seeds for food consumption 
and other compounds such as cannabidiol 
(CBD). Across the country it appears that 
the majority of  hemp plants are currently 
being grown for CBD (and other compound) 
production. It is very important to note that 
Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) concentration 
must test at a level of  0.3% or less near the 
time of  harvest to qualify as a legal industrial 
hemp crop.

A hemp crop grown for CBD 
production contains only female plants, and 
it is the unpollinated flower that contains 
the harvestable CBD compound. However, 
because of  the need to grow only female 
plants, a single “rogue” male plant near a 
production field can release pollen (spread by 
wind) and cause unwanted fertilization of  the 
female flowers. An event such as this results in 
a salvage harvest for edible seed only.

Dr. Angela Guidry was recently hired 
by LDAF as their Industrial Hemp Program 
Coordinator, and the LDAF industrial hemp 
website has a wealth of  information and will 
be updated frequently as the rules and state 
program are finalized: http://www.ldaf.state.
la.us/industrial-hemp/. LDAF’s proposed 
rules were posted for public comment, and 
I submitted a number of  suggested changes 
and questions from the perspective of  the 
wholesale nursery and greenhouse industry. 
I sincerely hope some other Green Industry 
members provided comments as well! Since 
that original rule posting, LDAF has had to 
revise some parts of  their rules to align with 
the proposed rules from the United States 
Department of  Agriculture (USDA). A 
second public comment period has now been 
established but closes on December 20, 2019, 
which will probably be after the publication 
date of  this newsletter. However, I encourage 
any interested Green Industry members to 
review the revised rules and submit comments 
and suggestions if  the deadline has not passed! 
(Please see LDAF website under “Industrial 
Hemp Potpourri.”) Additionally, the proposed 
USDA rules are posted for public comment, 

and the deadline to submit these comments 
will be December 30, 2019. Please see their 
website for more information: https://www.
ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/hemp. 

LDAF still expects state and national 
rules to be finalized in time to issue grower 
licenses for the spring 2020 season. At this 
time, there are no licensing restrictions other 
than a mandatory background check and 
application fee (see LDAF website for details). 
LDAF has started collecting hemp seed and 
plant source contacts, but they do not endorse 
any of  these vendors. That list can be found 
at: http://www.ldaf.state.la.us/faqs/seed-
sources-seeds-clones-transplants/. 

Public information meetings are being 
held in December by LDAF to help explain 
the regulatory framework for industrial hemp 
in Louisiana. Demand for information is 
strong, so registration for some of  these 
meetings is full. Check the LDAF website 
for updates under the heading “Louisiana 
Industrial Hemp Regulatory Orientation” to 
see if  additional meetings are added.

It is important to note that you 
CANNOT legally import seeds/plants/plant 
parts until you are licensed by LDAF. There 
are many news stories being published right 
now concerning the apparent over-supply of  
hemp at the wholesale level which is causing 
a steady decline in harvested hemp prices. 
Time will tell if  this is truly market saturation 
or if  there just aren’t enough processors in 
existence yet to handle the supply. This is an 
emerging market and it will take a few years 
to find its equilibrium, so early investment can 
be risky. 

And as a final note, please remember 
there are still many unknown factors in all 
aspects of  this emerging crop, so please 
exercise caution and always perform due 
diligence when discussing possible future 
harvest contracts and “guaranteed” prices 
from perspective buyers!

Industrial Hemp Update
Jason Stagg, LSU AgCenter Hammond Research Station
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Texas location

Louisiana location

Saxon Becnel & Sons, LLC
13949 Highway 23

Belle Chasse, LA 70037

Saxon Becnel & Sons of texas, LLC
4995 FM 105

orange, tx 77630

(504) 656-7535 | Phone
(504) 656-7069 | Fax

(504) 432-3007 | Ricky Cell
(504) 495-3969 | Ricky Jr. Cell
www.saxonbecnelandsons.com

saxon@saxonbecnelandsons.com

We start with a certified 
seed and finish with 

a premium citrus tree
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 LANDSCAPE DESIGN SKETCHBOOK

Buck Abbey, ASLA 
The Green Laws Organization, New Orleans

~ green laws, design principles, designer plants ~

≠ A Tale Of Tannenbaum

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL FROM LNLA ¨

I am only eight years old but I have 
experienced so much. Where I live is a 
beautiful place where skies are sunny and  
rarely ever grey. Each morning I awake with 
the sun and play with my friends. Our ridge 
in Tiger Branch, Louisiana is a wonderful 
place to grow up. How faithful I am to live 
where I do on these windy hills.

My friends are smaller than me but that does 
not matter, we play, frolic and tell stories. My 
best friends are Leyland, Virginia, Juniper 
and Cipres. He is French you know, so we 
call him, Cooper. But my closest friend is 
the one named Acer, we call him Ace. He is 
tall and strong and will always wear a coat of  
many colors. I and my friends truly admire 
how he changes his coat from season to 
season. His crimson coat in the fall always 
makes us happy. His light grey coat with red 
spots warms our hearts in winter.  

But to me, his many coats makes me sad, 
since my coat is always the same. It never 
changes. It is rather dull, not particularly 
beautiful. In fact, all my friends dress better 
than me. Oh my! Life can be unfair on these 
greene acres. 

Night time stories cheer us up. Especially 
when the full beaver moon rises in 
November on those cold nights before 
December. When the moon is full we dance, 

and sing and listen to the tune of  the wind 
blowing through the pines. Oh what pleasure 
it is to live in this forest grove down the long 
country lane overlooking Shady Pond.

But what this? Ouch, ouch, ouch! It is a 
chopping sound, oh my feet hurt. I am 
leaving my forest home. Where am I going? 
Kevin the farmer is taking me away, we are 
going to the city. I don’t want to go, I don’t 
want to go. I want my mama! Cry, cry, cry!

Here I am, all alone in a dark shadowy place. 
I cannot see the moon, I cannot hear the 
tunes of  the wind, where are my friends? I 
want my mama!  Things are hanging on me. 
Oh why am I covered with candles, baubles 
and bells? Who is that strange man dressed 
in red? Why is he piling things on my sore 
feet? Who is he?

I am so afraid. All alone, where are my 
friends? Woe is me. 

But what is this. Children! Happy, smiling, 
children. They are dancing with glee, eyes 
so bright, so happy to see me. I am symbol 
of  goodwill and love. Oh what fun, cheer 
and joy they spread. They sing and shout 
merrily……….

“O Christmas Tree!  O Christmas Tree
How richly God has decked thee!” 
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Supplying the South with quality field grown 
ornamentals since 1978.

Specializing in Crape Myrtle, Wax Ligustrum,
Hollies & Windmill Palm

148 Tanglewood Drive • Bunkie, LA 71322
318-346-1822 (P)   |   (318) 346-6638 (F)

Roger Steele/Todd Steele
 LAtreefarm@bellsouth.net      www.louisianatreefarm.com
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We want to be the FIRST 
CHOICE provider of print 
solutions for businesses and 
organizations in Tangipahoa 
Parish and surrounding areas.

Design it.
Print it.
Mail it.
Love it!

1310 S. Mangolia, Ste. E • Hammond, LA 70403

985.542.7530
www.kteamprint.com

Promotional Items
Booklets/Manuals
Forms
Banners/Signs
Presentation Materials
Branding Materials
Newsletters
Mailers

From idea to delivery...
we make it simple!
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	 Fall is fading and winter is near. The early low to mid 
20s across the state was earlier this year than it should have 
been. Some plant damage is out there. Keep an eye out 
for bark split and more. The IPPS-SR annual conference 
in Baton Rouge in October was fabulous – 436 plants in 
the silent auction….236 attendees….great tours….see more 
details and photos elsewhere in this issue. A good time was 
had by all.
	 Here are some quarterly plant notes to ponder.

Notes from Margie Jenkins
	 Our “one and only” Margie Jenkins gave a great 
presentation at the annual LSU AgCenter / LNLA Plant 
Conference in November. What a great day. Margie mainly 
discussed azaleas. She started with the introduction of  
evergreen azaleas from Asia to South Carolina in the 1840s. 
Margie highlighted the huge popularity of  Southern Indica 
and Kurume varieties in the 1970s and 1980s.
	 History seems to be more important to many of  us 
as we get older. Margie recounted the story of  Salmon 
Solomon azalea (aka Salmon Formosa) found at Straughn’s 
Nursery in Loranger. She also mentioned the potential of  
Duchesse of  Cypress – a dwarfer growing Southern Indica 
that was found as a sport at Cypress Gardens in Florida. 
In addition, she is growing Calvary’s Love, a seedling from 
G. G. Gerbing, that blooms reliably in the fall – a Southern 
Indica for fall – wow. She also mentioned the fall blooming 
tendency of  Jennifer, a seedling from Pride of  Mobile. 
	 Margie mentioned the Glendale hybrids – so many 
were released that only a few varieties ever gained traction 
in the in the industry – named Fashion, which we all know. 
She also still grows Abbott – a pink upright grower in the 
Glendale group – that blooms in the fall. 
	 Margie knew that more azaleas could be grown and 
marketed in the South and she took advantage of  that 
opportunity when cold weather damaged many of  our 
popular varieties in the 1980s and varieties like the Robin 
Hill group, that she had brought into the nursery for trials, 
survived wonderfully without issues. The popularity of  
Robin Hill azaleas in the Gulf  States is due to Margie’s 
efforts. She sold her first crop of  Robin Hills to the Dallas 
Arboretum. She lover Sir Robert, Robert Dale, White Moon, 
and Watchet. She also mentioned Conversation Piece. 
	 In conclusion, Margie showed Koromo Shikibu and 
Sekidera…..if  you do not know these azaleas, you should. 
Thanks to Margie for always sharing her plants and her 
plant knowledge.

Garden Design Trends in 2020
	 9 noteworthy trends shaping the gardening world in 

2020:  Vertical Gardening, House Plants, Composting, Do-
It-Yourself  / Repurposing, Water for Yourself  and Birds, 
Low Maintenance, Double Duty Plants, Foodie Experience 
and Immerse Yourself  in Beauty. See more - https://www.
gardendesign.com/trends/2020.html

Industry Events in January
	 Those of  you in the turfgrass and lawn maintenance 
industry should be members of  the Louisiana Turfgrass 
Association. Their annual conference is scheduled for 
Thursday January 9th at Tiger Stadium in Baton Rouge. You 
can register for this meeting and see information about LTA 
by going to www.laturf.net.
	 January is an active time for nursery, landscape and 
garden center industry trade shows and education. Hope 
to see everyone at the Gulf  States Horticultural Expo in 
Mobile, AL in mid-January. GSHE is the must attend event 
for Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama professionals in the 
ornamental horticulture industry. I will also be attending 
the Arkansas Green Industry Association’s PLANTS event 
in Hot Springs, AR and the Georgia Wintergreen show in 
Duluth. A busy month. See you somewhere!

National Garden Bureau “Year of ” Programs
Who knows about the PLANT OF THE YEAR programs 
from the National Garden Bureau. Great program. Each 
year the National Garden Bureau selects one annual, one 
perennial, one bulb crop and one edible as our “Year of  
the” crops. New for 2020 is another category – flowering 
shrubs. Plants are chosen because they are popular, easy-
to-grow, widely adaptable, genetically diverse, and versatile.
For the bulb crop, 2020 will be the Year of  the Iris.                                                        
For annuals, 2020 will be the Year of  the Lantana.                                                            
For edibles, 2020 will be the Year of  the Corn.                                                                  
For perennials, 2020 will be the Year of  the Lavender.                                                            
For flowering shrubs, 2020 will be the Year of  the Hydrangea.
	 The “Year of  the” program chooses crops specifically 
for the North American market that are easy to grow, 
genetically diverse, and with a lot of  new breeding to 
showcase. Breeders, brokers, seed companies, growers, and 
garden centers throughout the U.S. and Canada can highlight 
these flowers and plants when planning their marketing for 
the 2020 season.
	 You can promote the 2020 plants! Download 
information at www.ngb.org
	 Keep greaux-ing and horticulture-ing……do not 
be “caught with your plants down”………friend me on 
Facebook for daily horticulture (along with eating and LSU 
sports).

PLANTS, PLANTS, and MORE PLANTS
By: Allen Owings, Horticulture Professor Emeritus (LSU AgCenter), Senior Horticulturist 

(Bracy’s Nursery), Horticulturist (Clegg’s Nursery)

(p) 225-603-8096 or (e) AOwings64@gmail.com



LNLA Quarterly Newsletter 2019 Vol. 68

24

THE PLANT DOCTOR
By: Dr. Raj Singh, Assistant Professor/Diagnostic Specialist, Plant Diagnostic Center,

LSU AgCenter, Baton Rouge, (p) 225-578-4562 or (e) rsingh@agcenter.lsu.edu

	 Boxwood (Buxus sp.) is an important landscape 
shrub in Louisiana, the south and the nation. It is a top 
consideration for commercial landscape professionals in 
selecting ornamentals for new developments. Boxwoods 
are relatively considered sturdy, problem free plants 
but are susceptible to several plant diseases including 
boxwood blight, boxwood dieback, Macrophoma blight, 
Phytophthora root rot and Volutella blight. Although 
boxwood blight has been found in several neighboring 
states, it has yet to be detected from Louisiana. 
Macrophoma and Volutella blights are foliar fungal diseases 
and produces tan colored foliage followed by defoliation 
leading to random dieback. If  left unchecked, these two 
diseases may considerably decline affected boxwoods 
under favorable environmental condition. Both these 
diseases can be successfully managed by integrating best 
cultural practices with fungicides. Boxwood dieback and 
Phytophthora root rot have become major problems in 
cultivating boxwoods for last several years. These diseases 
have been reported from home and public gardens, 
landscapes and nurseries.
	 Boxwood dieback is a foliar fungal disease caused by 
Colletotrichum theobromicola. Currently, it is known to 
cause disease in English, Japanese, Korean and Baby Gem 
boxwoods. Symptoms appear as random dieback of  twigs 
with light tan colored foliage that tends to remain attached 
to affected branches. Symptomatic plants have a healthy 
crown and root system. A bright black discoloration of  

the stem is visible immediately under the bark. This bright 
black discoloration extends all along the infected twigs and 
differs from dull brown discoloration of  the crown region 
caused by Phytophthora root rot. 
	 Boxwood dieback has been detected from boxwood 
liners, and thought to be introduced to new locations 
via infected liners. Disease spread from plant to plant 
is accomplished by poor pruning practices, and by the 
dispersal of  conidia via rain or irrigation water. Although 
environmental conditions suitable for boxwood dieback 
are not currently known, but Louisiana’s hot and humid 
weather is extremely conducive for its development. 
Since boxwood dieback is a recently discovered disease, 
effective diagnostic tools and control measures such as 
fungicides are currently limited. Therefore, landscapers 
and nurserymen should follow good cultural practices 
and create an environment that is most likely to decrease 
the spread and development of  boxwood dieback. Since 
removing dead and dying twigs from plants infected by 
the pathogen is not known to control this disease, all 
symptomatic plants in the landscape should be removed 
and destroyed. Use sharp pruning or hedging tools and 
surface disinfect pruning and cutting tools to reduce 
its spread. Avoiding unnecessary plant injury during 
transportation, at planting, and during pruning may also 
help avoid any potential infection by the pathogen. 
	 Nursery owners should closely monitor liners and 
potted boxwoods for symptoms of  boxwood dieback. 

Boxwood Diseases in Louisiana 
Landscapes and Gardens

Diseased boxwood exhibiting light tan foliage and healthy crown and 
root system caused by boxwood dieback. 

Bright black discoloration of  upper stem caused by Colletotrichum 
theobromicola. 
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Suspected plants must be immediately isolated from healthy 
plants. Propagate new boxwood lines from disease free 
mother plants. Growers must follow good agricultural 
practices including clean propagation area free of  plant and 
soil debris, and use of  clean tools to avoid introduction of  
pathogen during propagation. Remember, symptoms of  
boxwood dieback may take up to three months to appear 
after an infection occurs. 
	 Phytophthora root rot effects roots and crown of  
boxwoods. After infection occurs, roots start to rot and lose 
their ability to absorb water and nutrient. Reddish brown 
lesions appear on the infected roots. Rotted roots turn light to 
dark brown and easily slough off.  Aboveground symptoms 
become obvious after considerable root rot has occurred. In 
the beginning, random sections in the canopy wilt and turn 
tan colored. A dull brown discolorations of  affected crowns 
occur at soil line. As the disease progresses, the entire plant 
turns light tan color and defoliation occurs. 
	 Phytophthora is a soil-borne pathogen and produces 
motile zoospores (infection propagules) which can swim 
in irrigation water. Soil compaction and poor drainage 
highly favors disease development. In landscapes, the 
disease is favored by poor landscape practices that create 
conditions conducive for disease development such as deep 
planting, over-crowding of  plants, excessive mulching, over-
fertilization, over-irrigation, planting in clay rich soils, soil 
compaction and poor drainage. 
	 Disease management in landscape starts with avoiding 
diseased plants because once Phytophthora is introduced, 
it can persist in soil for a long time. Well drained soils with 
good organic matter content are recommended for new 
plantings. Good cultural practices including proper planting 
depth, spacing, fertilization and irrigation may help reduce 
infection. Roots injured during planting become highly 
susceptible to Phytophthora infection. In landscapes where 
disease is prevalent, prophylactic treatment with fungicides 
containing active ingredient such as aluminum tris, fosetyl-
Al, mefenoxam or phosphite may help avoid infection. 
These fungicides do not completely eliminate the disease 
and repeated applications may be required to suppress the 
disease (Follow fungicide labels for rates and frequency of  
applications)
	 Laboratory testing is required to confirm boxwood 
dieback because it can easily be misdiagnosed as 
Phytophthora root rot. Disease management strategies 
practiced for managing Phytophthora root rot will not 
provide management of  boxwood dieback. If  you suspect 
boxwoods exhibiting similar symptoms described in this 
article, please contact Dr. Raj Singh at 225-578-4562 or email 
rsingh@agcenter.lsu.edu.

Phytophthora affected boxwoods exhibiting symptoms similar to 
those caused by boxwood dieback. 

Dull brown discoloration of  boxwood crown and root roots caused by 
Phytophthora species.

Current known distribution of  boxwood dieback caused by 
Colletotrichum theobromicola in Louisiana.   

THE PLANT DOCTOR

(continued from previous page)
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Blumberg and Associates, Inc.
8560 Jefferson Hwy. • Baton Rouge, LA 70809
225-767-1442 • 800-349-1442
www.blumbergassoc.com

Making Business Secure... 
One Handshake At a Time

Property  |  Liability  |  Workers’ Comp  |  Auto  |  Health  |  Life

Blumberg Means Business
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WEED DOCTOR’S CORNER
By: Dr. Ron Strahan, Assistant Professor in Wed Science, LSU AgCenter

Baton Rouge, (p) 225-578-2392 or (e) rstrahan@agcenter.lsu.edu

Florida Betony Season in Flower Beds
Florida betony (Stachys floridana) is a square-stemmed cool 
season perennial that is a serious problem in flower beds during 
the fall through spring.  I get several calls and e-mails every year 
on this weed.  Betony populations seem to be on the increase. 
In fact, we rank this plant in the top 5 most invasive weeds 
of  landscapes in the state.  What makes this weed one of  the 
worst problems is its ability to overtake flower beds in a short 
time and the lack of  good control options.  There may be more 
common weed problems in flower beds, but Florida betony is 
incredibly invasive and can be a nearly impossible to remove 
once established.  

Although the plant does produce seed and rhizomes, the weed 
mainly reproduces by tubers.  The tubers resemble the rattle on a 
rattlesnake’s tail, hence the nickname “rattlesnake weed”.  Betony 
is easily spread from flowerbed to flowerbed when landscape 
plants are shared or purchased from commercial growers that 
grow their plants in areas where the weed infests. We see this 
weed most often in the winter.  It goes dormant during hot 
weather and is not noticed as much in the landscape during the 
summer.  I am flooded with calls from landscape maintenance 
companies and homeowners concerning controlling Florida 
betony in March and April. 

There are no preemergence herbicide options for Florida betony 
and weed barrier fabrics have not been effective.  Glyphosate 
(Roundup) provides good foliar control of  the weed but it is 
difficult to spray this product in landscape situations without 
some risk of  injury to desirable plants.  

Most of  us have goofed up and sprayed glyphosate in landscape 
beds.  I tried it once or twice too and I ended up replacing my 
azaleas.  Wiping or painting a glyphosate solution can be an 
effective alternative to spraying for weeds like woodsorrel and 
torpedograss.  It is faster and a lot more effective than hand 
weeding. 

Florida Betony Control 

A few years ago, we conducted research trials to determine the 
best way to control betony in flower beds.   The area that we 
tested had an extremely high natural population that had been 
allowed to establish for several years.

In the study, we evaluated a granular herbicide, dichlobenil 
(Casoron) and herbicide sprays of  glufosinate (Finale) and 
glyphosate.  We also evaluated wiping a glyphosate solution onto 
the betony as an alternative to spraying.  There are commercial 
type hand wipers on the market, but I simply used a chemical 
resistant rubber glove inside of  a cotton glove and gently wiped 
the betony foliage and stems in the experiment.  You could 
also use a paint brush, sponge mop, or some other makeshift 
applicator.

Which Herbicide Worked Best on Florida Betony?

Whether sprayed or wiped, glyphosate was the best herbicide on 
the Florida betony.  Glyphosate translocates into underground 
portions of  the plant and significantly reduced tuber production 
in the trial.  But, wiping glyphosate was better than spraying it.  

Glyphosate spray treated plots averaged 11 tubers per 4 ft2.  
Betony wiped with glyphosate only averaged 4 tubers per 4 ft2.  
Finale was better than the Casoron but still allowed an averaged 
21 tubers produced/plot.  Casoron did not significantly reduce 
tuber production compared to untreated plots.  

Effects of non-selective herbicides on Florida betony tuber 
production.       
  

Herbicide No. of tubers produced per 4 ft2

Glyphosate applied as wipe 4

Glyphosate Spray 11

Finale Spray 21

Casoron Granules 45

Untreated 66
   
Even though the wipe method was very successful, it is not a 
“once and done” cure for Florida betony.  However, feedback 
from several landscape maintenance professionals has been very 
encouraging.  Over time, they have gotten a handle on severe 
infestations of  Florida betony without completely renovating 
landscape beds.  Be persistent with your applications and expect 
Florida betony populations to be reduced over time to the 
delight of  your clientele. 
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Page 15 LNLA Quarter ly  Newsletter  2014 Vol .  48  

HOME OF THE CAJUN LIVE OAK

Gerald Foret Wholesale Nursery, Inc.
4214 Forrest LeBlanc Road
New Iberia, LA 70560
(337) 365-4858 • Fax (337) 364-6520
or visit us on the web at:
www.geraldforetnursery.com
Member of: LNLA, TNLA, ANA, MNA, AGIA

Page 15 LNLA Quarter ly  Newsletter  2014 Vol .  48  

Complete Customer Satisfaction!

Since 1988, we have specialized in field grown and 
container shade and ornamental trees. Our customers 
depend upon us to provide the finest quality trees and 

service available in the industry.
We continually strive to improve production and service. 

Our #1 goal is to ensure quality plant material and

WHOLESALE NURSERY, INC.
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4966 Island Road, Jarreau La 70749

DOUG BERGERON
225.718.3901 • Fax: 225.627.5423

Email:bergerontrucking@yahoo.com

ALL NATURAL MULCH • ALL NATURAL BROWN MULCH •  ALL NATURAL RED MULCH
BEDDING SOIL • PLANTING SOIL • GARDENING SOIL

Our products can be delivered on site as well as packaged in 2 cubic ft. bags. 
For more information please contact us.

BRANDON BERGERON 225.718.4576
MICHELLE SMITH 225.718.3903

Brown marmorated stink bug
THE BUG DOCTOR

By: Dr. Dennis Rings, Professor of Entomology, LSU AgCenter,

Baton Rouge, (p) 225-978-3881 or (e) dring@agcenter.lsu.edu

     The spotted wing drosophila , Drosophila 
suzukii (Matsumura), feeds on small fruit including 
strawberries, blueberries, blackberries, raspberries, 
cherries, and other wild fruit.  The adult is a fruit 
fly about 1/10 inch in length and light brown in 
color.  Males have a dark spot on the front of  the 
tip of  the wing.  Females have an ovipositor that 
is different from ovipositors of  other fruit flies in 
that it is serrated.  Eggs are laid inside fruit and 
larvae feed and develop in the fruit.  Numbers of  
flies may be monitored using traps.  Management 
includes sanitation, frequent harvesting, selection of  
cultivars, canopy management, covering plants with 
fine mesh, and insecticides.  Insecticides include 
acetamiprid and spinosad.  Insecticidal soaps and 
pyrethrins have not been found to be effective 
management tools because of  their short residual.

Spotted wing drosophila 
Scientific name: Drosophila suzukii

Serrated ovipositor of  female.  Kira Metz, 
USDA APHIS PPQ, Bugwood.org

Male spotted wing drosophila.  
Hannah Burrack, North Carolina 
State University, Bugwood.org

Larvae in fruit.  Hannah Burrack, 
North Carolina State University, 
Bugwood.org
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Committed to providing you the  

Workers’ Compensation Coverage You Deserve!

• Dividend opportunities for eligible participating members
• Superior claims handling
• Personal customer service representative
• Access to Safetysurance.com, a virtual library that delivers 

the accident-prevention and safety information you need to 
improve your daily operations

Louisiana Nursery & Landscape Association (LNLA) has 
built a valuable relationship with AmeriTrust Group, Inc. 
who can provide you a competitive, no obligation workers’ 
compensation insurance quote. 

LNLA Member Benefits Include: 

Edition Date: 02/2019
(800) 825-9489 | directsales@ameritrustgroup.com | www.ameritrustgroup.com

Contact us today to get started.

5% dividend paid to eligible LNLA members in 2018! 
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CLEAR YOUR WAY TO

SAVINGS
SAVE UP TO $2,750 
ON A CAT® MACHINE, 
PLUS GET $250 OFF A CAT ATTACHMENT*

Save up to $2,750 when you buy or lease qualifying Cat® Backhoe Loaders, Wheel Loaders, Mini Excavators, Multi Terrain 
Loaders, Skid Steer Loaders, Compact Track Loaders, Telehandlers or Small Dozers – exclusive to you and fellow LNLA 
members. Save an additional $250 on select Cat attachments.* To redeem your offers, visit LouisianaCat.com/Landscaping 
and fill out the required information.

You’re making a living. We’re making it easier.

*These offers apply to new Cat machines and select new Cat attachments purchased by trade association 
members or event attendees before December 31, 2019 or when the program limit has been reached. Not valid 
with other offers, programs or discounts unless otherwise specifi ed in writing. Limitations and restrictions 
apply.

EXCLUSIVE LNLA 
MEMBERSHIP OFFER

	 In a sort of  positive flip of  the old hands’ contest, “Scissors, 
Paper, Rock”, instead of  how each participant overpowers each 
other, I see how each component helps the other to do our common 
job in our environmental construction business: support the client’s 
needs/wants.
	 Each “Leg” has its individual work: 
	 Designers must understand the client’s needs and desires, site 
and budget, use that information to create an image and make a plan 
to fulfill those intents, and see this image through to realization.
	 Contractors must assemble the tools, labor, and materials to 
fulfill the client’s plan, deal with site conditions, weather and budget 
to complete the work, and, in many cases, insure the project through 
a warranty period to success.
	 Material suppliers must anticipate the demands of  the 
construction with advance production, many times months or years 
ahead, must provide for timely availability of  those materials, and 
must have those materials on-site when needed.
	 The cross members in the stool are the websites, the 
communication tools, the financing, the brokers, the freighters and 
others that facilitate the progress.
	 The grease for the wheels is this: if  we each take time to see the 
squeaky points each partner faces from his point of  view, we can 
each do our job to help one another and support the client, who, 
after all, is PAYING for all of  this.
	 If  designers would work to assist in and understand the client’s 

wants, communicate 
with the partners their 
intents in design early 
on, work to assist the 
others in planning, and 
be involved throughout 
the installation; and 
if  the contractors would 
understand and intend to 
accomplish the plans of  
the design, communicate 
as early as possible their 
needs in supply to material suppliers, and make their best effort to 
transform the plan to placement; and if  material suppliers would 
listen to design desires and include them in production planning, 
communicate their production results to the others, and make sure 
materials arrive on-site with just-in-time delivery in condition, quality 
and quantity to meet specifications, then all of  this filters down to:
Communication, Understanding, Cooperation, and, most importantly, 
Recognition that it’s the Client who sits on top of  the stool.       

Thanks,
RW       
And as I will always close:
Diversity Rules

The Three-Legged Stool 
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Palms

Crape Myrtles

Hollies

Ligustrum

And more...!

BWI provides THE BEST selection of professional products,
competitive prices, and excellent customer service.
Applicators  •  Fertilizers  •  Fungicides •  Greenhouse & Nursery Containers  •  Herbicides
Insecticides  •  Growing Media  •  Irrigation & Water Supplies  •  Plant Growth Regulators
Plant Supplies  •  Soil Amendments  •  Greenhouse Supplies  •  Adjuvants & Markers

BWI FOREST HILL • 800.242.7234  /  BWI MERIDIAN • 800.395.2580  /  BWI TEXARKANA • 800.442.8443 
www.bwicompanies.com
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Need seasonal workers?
Your company may qualify for 
the H2A or H2B programs. Call 

us today to find out more!
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Kathy Broussard and Jeb S. Fields
Louisiana may be known as the Pelican State, but there is a lot 

more than pelicans that Louisiana is known for - like the thriving 
Horticulture Industries found across the State.  According to 
the 2017 Census of  Agriculture (COA), the nursery, greenhouse, 
floriculture, and sod market value of  sales was $131.3 million, and 
was ranked as the seventh largest agriculture industry in Louisiana.  
This is a 45% increase from the 2012 COA where the market value 
of  sales were $89.8 million – quite a growth spurt.

Many of  you may have taken time to complete the 2017 COA 
and we thank you for taking the time to respond. However, it is 
also important to respond to the 2019 Census of  Horticulture 
Specialties that will be mailed out in December 2019.  This specialty 
census is a follow-up to the 2017 COA and collects additional 
information that is specific to the nursery, floriculture and specialty 
crop industries both in Louisiana and across the United States.  
This data is the only comprehensive source of  comparable and 
consistent data that is used by associations, such as the Louisiana 
Nursery and Landscape Association, businesses, researchers, and 
policymakers who are advocates for the nursery/greenhouse 
industry.   

Why should you take time “again”?  Because your response 
is important and responding does help.  Census data are used to: 
evaluate, change, promote and formulate policies and programs 
that help horticultural specialty producers; study historic trends, 
assess current conditions, and plan for the future; design new and 
improved methods to increase horticultural specialty production 
and profitability; and analyze and report on the current state of  
horticulture specialty production. One example of  how the data is 
used follows.

In September 2012, the Government Accounting Office (GAO) 

presented a report to Congress concerning disaster assistance.  
The report, GAO-12-844, titled “USDA and SBA (Small Business 
Administration) Could Do More to Help Aquaculture and Nursery 
Producers” included the following statement:  The states we 
selected were California, Florida, Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, and Washington. We selected these states because 
they have a significant nursery industry or aquaculture industry 
presence based on the number of  nursery and aquaculture farms 
and annual sales, as reported by the 2007 USDA Census of  
Agriculture.  Having the information available for the analysis 
used in this report may have helped disaster assistance programs 
become more inclusive of  the smaller, less dominating agriculture 
production like the horticulture industry.

The industry in Louisiana is growing and it’s important to 
capture this information to help the growth continue. Without your 
response, the importance of  Louisiana’s Nursery and Greenhouse 
industries will be understated. Please remember this information 
elevates the Louisiana Green Industry on a national level, and can 
benefit each grower and operation through increased exposure, 
added federal support, and potential representation.

In December, the Census of  Horticulture Specialties will be 
mailed out and the responses are due February 5, 2020.  Please be 
aware that your personal information is protected by law (Title & 
USC 2204(g) Public Law 105-113), is not shared, and no data will 
be published that identifies an individual operation. If  you have any 
questions or need any assistance in completing the survey, please 
contact Kathy Broussard, Louisiana State Statistician at 225-922-
1362 or reach out to your local LSU AgCenter extension office. For 
more information about the Census of  Horticulture Specialties, 
visit www.nass.usda.gov/go/hort.

Counting on Louisiana – People.  Products.  Knowledge.
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	 New species or new cultivars of  under-
stated species are always interesting to 
horticulturists who are constantly looking 
for that next new crop for local producers to 
benefit from. Over the past several years, the 
Hammond Research Station has begun the 
evaluation of  some specialty crops that are a 
little unusual and unexpected when compared 
to the traditional landscape ornamental and 
perennial food crop species that we grow in 
Louisiana. This initiative is being driven by 
both growers and home garden consumers. 
Growers of  specialty crops in Louisiana face 
many challenges within their industries, and 
new crops can offer a solution. Industry-
wide, there is an uptick in interest in edible 
landscaping from home gardeners, who have 
become more and more aware of  where 
their food comes from. 
	 Specifically, figs, olives, and tea have 
been evaluated at the Hammond Research 
Station. We have learned much from these 
field trials, especially in regards to how they 
fare when faced with less than ideal weather 
conditions. For example, with the eventful 
winter of  2017 and spring of  2018, we 
learned that a few olive varieties are cold 
hardy in the Hammond area. Similar results 
were evident in the tea variety trial; seedlings 
of  Indian origin survived the cold but did 
poorly the following summer compared with 
other varieties, possibly because of  the stress 
from the chilling events. These trials are 
extremely important for us to provide a must 
needed seal of  approval before making any 
‘official’ recommendations. 
	 When choosing interesting, new crops 
to trial, we often look to other research 
institutions and universities along the Gulf  
Coast and throughout the southeastern 
region. Even if  we have a ‘gut’ feeling that 
something may be suitable for growing 
in Louisiana, there are many aspects and 
variables to consider before committing 
resources to a trial. Factors such as crop 
history, local economics and constraints, 
the demographics and preferences of  
consumers, etc., need to be considered. With 
that in mind, we want to highlight some of  
these potential crops in this article in an 
attempt to stir the pot and gauge interest 
from our members. Please contact any of  
us with your thoughts, questions, and ideas 
for other potential specialty crops. We will 
provide additional information, plan research 
and conduct variety trials for the crops that 
generate the most interest. So let us put our 
thinking caps on and get the conversation 
started!

	 Avocado – These dark-skinned, pear-
shaped fruits (a berry, botanically speaking) 
provide healthy fats with a buttery taste 
that makes you want to eat them at every 
meal. Avocados have long been a novelty 
crop for home gardeners to try, with cold 
hardiness being the number one issue that 
keeps commercial orchard growers from 
considering it an economically viable crop in 
Louisiana. However, new cold hardy varieties 
have been developed that hold promise 
for marginal production areas. Avocado 
is still a suitable candidate for high tunnel 
variety trials, especially when considering 
varieties that fruit at a lower height. Price 
is also a factor, with the big question being 
whether or not Louisiana can compete with 
California. We believe so, especially when 
considering the potentials of  avocado as a 
u-pick experience. 
	 Blueberry – A well-established favorite 
in the South, blueberries are also popular in 
the produce aisle and a mainstay in the home 
garden. Although a wealth of  knowledge 
is available on blueberry production, we 
have seen a renewed interest in blueberry 
production and research. Many new varieties 
of  blueberries have come to the market 
over the past five years. Some have been 
developed for higher yields on commercial 
farms, and some have targeted the container 
edibles market. A good example of  a 
variety for consumer production would be 
‘Blueberry Glaze’ in the Bushel & Berry 
Program from Fall Creek Farm & Nursery, 
which is one of  the first repeat-blooming 
and fruiting Perpetua blueberries that is cold 
hardy in Zones 4-8. Additional information 
on husbandry and production with these 
newer varieties in our growing areas is needed 
to aid in nursery stock production, fruit 
production, and home gardening success. 
	 Blackberry – Blackberries have not 
yet really taken off  in Louisiana as a farm 
crop as they have in other states within the 
southeast. Winter dieback, pest and disease 
issues, and proper pruning for enhanced 
fruiting on floricanes can be tricky here. 
With the release of   the revolutionary 
‘Prime-Jim’, “Prime-Jan’, ‘Prime-Art 45’ 
and the thornless ‘Prime-Ark Freedom’ and 
‘Baby Cakes’ from the breeding program of  
Dr. John Clark at the University of  Arkansas, 
blackberry is getting more attention from 
commercial fruit growers as well as home 
gardening consumers. These new varieties all 
flower and fruit on 1-year-old canes.
	 Fig – Figs are very popular among home 
gardeners, but much less so with commercial 

fruit producers in Louisiana. Post-harvest 
handling challenges and a very short shelf  
life as fresh produce are just two factors to 
blame for this. Tissue culture techniques 
have provided better quality fig stock to start 
with, and for higher yields in many varieties. 
There is an increased demand for fresh figs, 
being largely driven by chefs who source 
figs as a part of  local food-driven menus. 
Connections need to be forged between 
local or even regional food systems and 
procurement channels and commercial local 
fig producers. With the interest in local food 
sourcing and the existence of  upwards of  700 
fig varieties available, there are opportunities 
for a niche market in specialty figs.
	 Hardy kiwi – Actinidia arguta, the 
hardy kiwi, is a perennial vine native to 
Japan, Korea, Northern China, and Russian 
Far East. Unlike most other species of  the 
genus, it produces a small kiwifruit without 
the hair-like fiber covering the outside. Trials 
are currently being conducted in Texas with 
good results for the Gulf  Coast region. A 
Louisiana-based trial would be an interesting 
addition to the knowledge base surrounding 
this interesting, exotic fruit. 
	 Jujube – The jujube plant, Ziziphus 
jujuba, grows mostly in Europe, southern 
and eastern Asia, and Australia. The jujube 
fruit, aka Chinese date, has a long history of  
usage as a fruit crop and a traditional health 
remedy. Jujube was first introduced into the 
United States in 1908 to be evaluated at the 
USDA Chico Station, and is currently found 
in the nursery trade as a novelty backyard 
fruit tree. Dr. Shengrui Yao from the New 
Mexico State University has evaluated more 
than 30 varieties, and ten of  them will be 
trialed at the Hammond Research Station in 
2020. 
	 Persimmon – Consumers are familiar 
with persimmons as an exotic fruit, with 
Asian varieties being seasonally available 
at many specialty grocery stores. Japanese 
varieties such as ‘Fuyu’ and ‘Tane-Nashi’ 
are old standbys and grow successfully in 
many areas of  Louisiana. There is a renewed 
interest in the American Persimmon, 
Diospyros virginiana, as a backyard fruit 
tree. This is now being driven largely by 
the younger generation and an increased 
awareness of  native North American fruit 
species. 
	 Pawpaw – Another North America 
native, pawpaw (Asimina triloba) trees 
produce greenish-blackish oblong fruit, 

Alternative and Supplemental Crops –
Are They New Opportunities for Louisiana Producers? 

Yan Chen, Anna Timmerman, and Joe Willis

(continued on next page)
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usually three to six inches long. The flesh is pale to bright yellow and 
contains a network of  glossy, dark brown seeds. A pawpaw’s flavor is 
often compared to banana and mango, with a distinct bright, sunny 
flavor. Grafted trees can bear fruits within two years of  planting, 
where seedlings will be a little tricky to bring to bearing age and are 
extremely variable. Consumer and chef  demand is driving a renewed 
interest in pawpaw as a native, yet exotic tasting fruit that brings a 
high price within the local foods market. Challenges such as variety 
selection, heat tolerance, and a short shelf  life will likely be limiting 
factors in any future commercial scale pawpaw production system. 
Pawpaw beer has developed a following wherever it is brewed and 
products beyond fresh fruit may make pawpaw a viable crop.
	 Tea – Over the past two years, a collection of  tea varieties 
from both the United States and global tea-producing regions have 
been evaluated at the Hammond Research Station. Our research has 
shown that tea, Camellia sinensis can be grown in Louisiana very 
successfully. As the majority of  these varieties within the trial are 
getting to a more mature, harvestable size, we have started research on 
techniques related to fertilization, pruning, mulching, and the testing 
of  flavor and brewing qualities. The LSU AgCenter tea research team 
has conducted two successful workshops for prospective growers on 
tea production and processing, with more events for producers in 
development for 2020. The concerns from interested growers are 
largely related to mechanization of  harvesting, post-harvest handling 
and cup quality, and marketing challenges. 
	 Louisiana has a diverse growing climate with USDA zones 
from 8a-10a that allows for the production of  many interesting 
crops. Specialty crop producers statewide are interested in marketing 
opportunities for new crops that can help to drive their bottom 
line and take advantage of  a renewed consumer interest in locally 
produced foods. A diversity of  crops can be key to sustaining a 
local food system that allows for specialty crop producers to remain 
viable for many generations to come. The LSU AgCenter and the 
Hammond Research Station are a key part in evaluating these crops 
and providing producers, nursery growers, and home gardeners with 

research-based information to assist them in making crop decisions. 
If  there is an interesting or new crop that you would like to see 
evaluated, please reach out to Dr. Yan Chen (yachen@agcenter.lsu.
edu), Dr. Joe Willis (jwillis@agcenter.lsu.edu) or Anna Timmerman 
(atimmerman@agcenter.lsu.edu). 

Let us keep you covered! 

Let us keep you covered! 

• Greenhouse film
• Frost protection
• Shade cloth

• Horticultural supplies
• Agricultural supplies
• Industrial coverings

• Ground cover
• Burlap sheeting
• Vinyl & canvas fabric

• Boxes & Bags
• Containers
• Cajun Ice Gel Packs

JMI Legacy Manufacturing, LLC • 300 Ponchatoula Pkwy. Ponchatoula, LA 70454 • (985) 386-6000 • www.jm-ind.com

Half Page Ad - Legacy.indd   1 2/11/2019   3:32:48 PM

Louisiana Native Plant Society 
hosts workshop on CREATING 

NATURAL LANDSCAPES: Blending 
Environmental Science and fine 

Gardening Design

Dr. Charles M. Allen of  Allen Acres B and B,
Larry Weaner of  Larry Weaner Landscape Associates,

and Marc Pastorek of  Pastorek Habitats.

(continued from previous page)
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Shrubs and Groundcovers 
"Our Job is Making You Look Good!" 

PO Box 1067 
Glenmora, LA 71433 

 
www.michaels-nursery.com 

         Office Hours: 
Office: (318)748-6105     Monday thru Friday 
Fax: (318)748-6108      7:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 
Mike Goree, Owner - (318)613-9505 

Hans Melder, General Mgr. – (318)321-7983 
Angel Rubio, Production Mgr. – (318)613-7871 

 
Serving you at 2 locations: 

  456 Hwy 113      318 Earl Linzay 
  Glenmora, LA     Forest Hill, LA 
 

Florikan® engineers specialized coatings to encapsulate fertilizers, 

while optimizing plant nutrition and reducing environmental 

impact. We manufacture, blend, and distribute our controlled 

release fertilizers to high value ornamental and agricultural markets 

throughout the world and beyond..

Jeremy Woodside
For more info call 1-615-642-8162

email: jwoodside@florikan.com

Featuring:

GAL-XeONE® is used under license from JR Simplot company - Nutricote® is used under 
license from Arysta LifeScience America, Inc



LNLA Quarterly Newsletter 2019 Vol. 68

39

	 The New Orleans Horticultural Society is a non-profit organization that began in 1885, the second oldest 
of  its kind in the United States.  It’s a place where like-minded professionals in the green industry can meet 
and talk about the trade and attend lectures and activities that promote all aspects of  the landscape profession.  
The group is comprised of  licensed horticulturists, florists, nurserymen, garden center owners and operators, 
pesticide applicators, landscape contractors and architects, arborists, and those in allied trades.  This year has been 
a successful one and we’ve had many wonderful speakers and an uptick in membership.  Our normal monthly 
meetings have come to an end for the year, but we have one last meeting /Christmas party to show our appreciation 
to our dues paying members.  Just one of  the many perks of  being a part of  this wonderful green-collar 
organization.  
The NOHS is looking to boost our membership and continue and grow as a professional organization for 2020 
and beyond.  We are always looking for new topics and guest speakers so if  you have a topic you would like to 
contribute please email at the address below, we’d love to hear from you.  
	 Meetings typically last two hours and refreshments are provided before the guest speaker takes over.  Please 
contact us at NOHS1885@gmail.com if  you are interested in more information on becoming a member and to find 
out about upcoming meetings and events.  Thank you for your continued support and we hope to see you soon!

New Orleans Horticultural Society
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REGIONAL REPORT FROM GREEN INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS 

► LOUISIANA IRRIGATION ASSOCIATION 
Our Annual Meeting held on October 14, 2014 was a huge suc-
cess! Ralph and Kacoo’s Restaurant hosted the event and there 
were 54 people in attendance – mostly members. Our Key Note 
speaker was Dr. Mike Strain, Commissioner of the Louisiana 
Department of Agriculture & Forestry. Dr. Strain’s main empha-
sis was stating that EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers’ pro-
posed rule redefining the ‘Waters of the U. S.,’ which would fall 
under the 1972 Clean Water Act jurisdiction, constituted a regula-
tory overreach that would likely set the ‘Green Industry’ and oth-
er entities back. The proposed rule was a significant jurisdictional 
expansion of the Clean Water Act that would have a major nega-
tive impact on individuals, businesses and the entire state. By this 
rule expanded federal permitting and associated direct costs and 
delays would affect all work performed near water, including 
ditches, irrigation ponds, wetlands and golf course ponds, not to 
mention navigable waters. In essence, this proposed rule would 
affect all waters, both navigable and non-navigable.  

We elected a new slate of Officers and Board of Directors which 
included: Jack Hopper, President; Wes Gauthier, Vice-President; 
and John R. Kavanaugh, Past President. Wanda Tiblier, Curt 
Bowman and Dr. Peter Gallagher are existing Board Members 
and will serve another two year term. New to the Board for the 
next two years are Christopher Friedman and Chris Braud. Also 
new to the Board is Dr. Stacia Davis, Assistant Professor at the 
LSU AgCenter Red River Research Station. She will serve as 
Board Member at Large, indefinitely, representing the LSU 
AgCenter. Dr. Davis will be a valuable asset to LIA, as she has 
agreed to write a column for our newsletter and create several 
recertification courses in the future. She will ultimately replace 
Dr. Bill Branch and Dr. Ron Sheffield doing homeowner and 
‘Green Industry’ work statewide.  

Recertification classes are already scheduled for January 22, 2015 
at Lomax Hall on the Louisiana Tech campus and March 11-12, 
2015 at Boutin’s Restaurant on Bluebonnet Blvd. in Baton Rouge, 
LA. For registration forms and more information go to www.l-i-
a.us and click on Certification. 

Prepared by Severn C. Doughty, Sr. Ph.D., LIA Exe. Secretary/Treasurer    
 
 
 
 

 

Support Louisiana’s green industry by joining your regional association.  Contact the following: 

BRLA: Elena Fennell, Secretary, (E) ecfennell@cox.net 
 
CLNA: Myra Poole Maloney, President, 2246 East River Road, Oakdale, LA 71463, (P) 318-748-7905, (F) 318-748-7906,                     
 (E) myram@rioverdenursery.com  
 
LIA: Severn C. Doughty, Sr., Executive Secretary/Treasurer, (E) scd357@cmaaccess.com 
 
NOHS: Shaun Hebert (E) nohs1885@gmail.com    
 
SELNA: Annie Coco, SELNA Secretary, 11050 Hwy 441, Amite, LA 70422 (P) 985.789.4301, (E) anniecoco400@gmail.com  

► NEW ORLEANS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
The New Orleans Horticultural Society is a non-profit organiza-
tion that began in 1885, the second oldest of its kind in the Unit-
ed States.  It's a place where like-minded professionals in the 
green industry can meet and talk about the trade and attend lec-
tures and activities that promote all aspects of the landscape pro-
fession.  The group is comprised of licensed horticulturists, flo-
rists, nurserymen, garden center operators, pesticide applicators, 
landscape contractors and architects, arborists, and those in allied 
trades.  Our meetings are typically held on the third Thursday of 
every month, unless an event or holiday alters the day.  We meet 
at the City Park Garden Study Building which is set among the 
beautiful New Orleans Botanical Gardens.  

The holidays are here and we're all switching gears as we go into 
the cooler season.  This past fall, many of the members attended 
the Horticulture Field Day at the LSU AgCenter Research Station 
in Hammond.  We have many members who work at or have 
active roles at the LSU Ag Center's Research Station in Ham-
mond, which is a valuable site that conducts research to improve 
plants and create new varieties to enhance our plant palette.  They 
also do testing on pests and diseases to find the best way to elimi-
nate these problems in our field.  Dr. Allen Owings, from the 
station, came to speak to us and give us insight to the research, 
projects, and expansions that are in store.  We also have members 
who have taken their passions of plants and turned them into 
businesses or local attractions speak to us about their work. 

Please join us to hear more about these new developments in the 
horticulture industry or to get advice to problems and get solu-
tions to issues that arise in our unique Southern Louisiana cli-
mate.  And don't forget to protect your plants and pipes during 
the winter! 

Please join us, as this is a great outlet to network and build pro-
fessional relationships with to those in the South East Louisiana 
region and beyond.  We currently have over seventy members in 
our organization and we are always ready to welcome more. 

Meetings typically last two hours and refreshments are provided 
before the guest speaker takes over.  Due to the upcoming holi-
days, we will not have a meeting in December.  For up-to-date 
information, please contact us at NOHS1885@gmail.com to re-
quest to be added to our email mailing list and newsletter and to 

(Continued on page 24) 

Support Louisiana’s green industry by joining your regional 
association.  Contact the following:
BRLA: Elena Fennell, Secretary, (e) ecfennell@cox.net, (p) 225-921-4095

CLNA: Myra Poole Maloney, President, 75 Nick Strange Road, LeCompte, LA 71346, (p) 318-321-6046,
(e) myramaloney41@gmail.com

LIA: Severn C. Doughty, Sr., Executive Secretary/Treasuer, (e) scd357@gmail.com

NOHS: Shaun Hebert (e) nohs1885@gmail.com

SELNA: William Afton, LSU AgCenter County Agent, St. Tammany Parish, Secretary, SE LA Nursery Association, 1301 N. 
Florida St., Covington, LA 70433 (p) 985.875.2635, (f)985.875.2639, www.selna.org
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if Jenkins Farm & Nursery, L.L.C. j r i :t Mark Jenkins Nursery 1 r i r i 
11
i Container and field grown shrubs and trees, including the following: i1 

Ji, II
11
i 

Ji, II II
Ji, • II II
Ji, • II II
Ji, • II II.i 

II II
Iii II 
1J: 

''We specialize in the Unusual.''

62188 Dummyline Road, Amite, LA 70422
Phone (985)748-7746 + (985)748-6177 + Fax (985)748-8219 )] 
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Wide variety of Azaleas • Large specimen Sasanquas • Gingers • Palms • Native Shrubs and Trees
Ground Covers • Large Native Azaleas • Japanese Magnolias • Boxwood • Native Yaupon

Parlsey Hawthorn • Pine Straw
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	 As we approach the Christmas season, I think 
back to what a busy and productive fall we’ve had 
at AmericanHort. We have been covering a lot of  
ground this fall to offer many great events for our 
industry. In September alone, we had our Plug and 
Cutting Conference in Charlotte, NC. This event 
was primarily focused on education for growers, as well as tours 
of  some of  the largest and most modern growing facilities in 
the country, such as Metrolina Greenhouses. We also got to 
see how their use of  biological controls have impacted their 
business, as well as seeing a drone application of  predatory 
mites, which was really cool! 
	 From there, we had our annual legislative fly-in, Impact 
Washington. This year, we had an incredible line up of  speakers, 
including Secretary of  Agriculture Sonny Purdue, Director 
of  the EPA, Andrew Wheeler, and Daniel Garza, President 
of  The LIBRE Initiative. Over 175 Congressional offices 
received a visit from Impact Washington Summit attendees, 
hearing directly from the horticulture industry on key issues 
such as labor reform, transportation, and research funding.  
With over one hundred attendees from more than two dozen 
states represented at the conference, attendees not only met in 
Capitol Hill offices but also heard first-hand perspectives on 
these and other issues from lawmakers and officials across the 
political spectrum. We continue to have a lot happening this 
coming year with new legislation being introduced, such as the 
Farm Workforce Modernization Act, new overtime rules taking 
effect, and the hope of  H-2B cap relief  and trucking hours-of-
service changes, to which AmericanHort has submitted public 
comment.  
	 And finally, we wrapped up September with our Landscape 
Operations Tour in the Chicagoland area. We had a great 
crowd and saw many of  the top landscape companies in the 
area and learned what makes their business successful. In the 
Fall of  2020, we will be taking the Landscape Operations Tour 
to North Carolina, so be on the lookout for more information 
about the tour coming soon. 
	 I also was blessed to have participated in IPPS-SR annual 
meeting in Baton Rouge this past October. I can’t say enough 
about how great the tours and educational sessions were. I got 
to hear from growers from all over the South - their stories, 
their problems, and their successes - and truly felt like many 
in our industry do - that our industry is a family. Seeing all the 
nurseries around the area was incredible, and I thank everyone 
involved for making it such a great event. 
	 Go ahead and mark your calendars for July 11-14 for 
Cultivate. Registration and hotel reservations will begin soon, 
so you will want to be ready when it opens! If  you have never 
been to Cultivate, it is an incredible show. We will have over 150 
educational sessions, as well as one of  the largest trade shows 
in the country that features new technologies, new varieties, 
and great opportunities to build your network of  contacts. 

	 Of  course we can’t do any of  this work without 
our members. AmericanHort is the leading national 
association for the green industry, and our mission is 
to unite, promote, and advance our industry through 
advocacy, collaboration, connectivity, education, market 
development, and research. AmericanHort is invested 

in the Southeast, and we want to be your representative and 
source of  information when you need help in your business 
to grow and perform to its maximum potential. Our focus is 
solely on the entire horticultural market and the issues that 
affect our industry, and membership gives you opportunities 
to expand your network and resources, and helps us build a 
network of  like-minded individuals that give us a larger voice 
on issues that can negatively affect your business.  
	 We also work closely with many of  our state associations, 
and we feel it’s important to support both your state association 
as well as a national association where you can be represented 
in both your local and national arenas. If  you are interested in 
joining, you can easily join online at our website, americanhort.
org, or feel free to contact me and we can discuss the benefits 
further.
	 Brian Brown, Ph.D. is the Manager of  Field Operations 
for the Southeast for AmericanHort. He can be contacted at 
brianb@americanhort.org. 

American Horticulture Update

QuickBooks® Training & Consulting 

Problems with job costing in QuickBooks®?

Bookkeeping taking too long?
Fru

strated with QuickBooks®?

so you can increase your profitability!

PLUS save on Intuit software, services and supplies! 

Setup — Job Costing  — Streamlining Workflow

Helping landscapers make
dollars and sense with QuickBooks®

muirassoc.com  •  301-696-1303muirassoc.com  •  301-696-1303

We specialize in helping landscapers!We specialize in helping landscapers!
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Jeb S. Fields, PhD

The LSU AgCenter’s Hammond Research 
Station has been busy in the past few months. 
Between hosting a few events, preparing for 
our cool-season garden trials, and recovering 
from damages from Tropical Storm Olga, 
we have hardly had time to rest, but that is 
just how we like it!
	  The Southeast Louisiana Nursery and 
Landscape Association (SELNA) conducted 
their annual trade show at the Hammond 
Research Station, hosting members of  the 
green industry to a day of  plants, networking, 
and education. About 120 attendees toured 
the Hammond Trial Gardens before visiting 
with all the nurseries to learn about the 
latest and greatest plants and subsequent 
availability. Some LSU AgCenter horticulture 
agents from the area also were in attendance 
with Will Afton and Dr. Joe Willis giving 
educational seminars on Louisiana Super 
Plants and the use of  glyphosate. All in all it 
was a fantastic day with great people and an 
amazing Cajun lunch to boot. 
	 The Southern Region International 
Plant Propagators Society also held their 
annual conference in Baton Rouge, LA in 
October and was hosted by a site committee 
consisting of  local nurseries and LSU 
AgCenter faculty. The conference was “one 
of  the best we have ever had” according to 

some of  the members in attendance. One 
of  the goals of  the conference is to show 
off  local industry and we did not disappoint. 
The program was packed full of  knowledge, 
as the IPPS members motto is “to seek 
and share”. Within all of  the fantastic 
programming was a plethora of  Louisiana-
centric information, which highlighted our 
local industry and the amazing things that 
we are doing. Talks from Rick Webb, Mark 
Pasteurx, Dr. Yan Chen, and myself  painted 
a wonderful picture of  the Louisiana Green 
Industry for all to see. On top of  that, our 
very own Dr. Allen Owings was a recipient 
of  the IPPS Southern Region Fellows Award, 
a prestigious award giving to honor the top 
contributors to the nursery and ornamental 
industry in the Southern United States. A big 
congratulations to Allen!
	 We had an amazing day of  tours with 
the IPPS conference, visiting with some of  
the most iconic nurseries and operations in 
the state. The tours started at the Hammond 
Research Station where we toured the 
gardens. Then we visited Windmill Nursery 
to see large scale production nursery in 
action, as well as visiting their potting and 
propagation areas. After that we visited 
Jenkins Farm and Nursery and we all had the 
opportunity visit with Mrs. Margie Jenkins 
for a bit. Then it was off  to Bracy’s Nursery, 
where we were treated to an amazing lunch 

and visited with their propagation team to 
learn more about the nursery’s propagation 
methods. Finally we wrapped up the day at 
LaCroix Nursery, where we witnessed many 
of  the specialized machinery needed for a 
balled-and-burlapped nursery to operate in 
action.
	 Finally, we co-hosted the Louisiana 
Plant Materials Conference with LNLA in 
early November. This was a fantastic lecture 
series that focused on woody plant material 
in Louisiana nurseries and landscapes. 
Attendees were treated to amazing talks by 
Buddy Lee, Robert Lacroix, and Candria 
Ray, as well as some great talks by LSU 
AgCenter scientists, Dr. Yan Chen, Jason 
Stagg, and myself. But the highlight of  the 
day was Mrs. Margie Jenkins sharing stories 
of  her journey with plant materials. It was 
such a great day with fantastic people.
 	 Tropical Storm Olga did some damage 
to the gardens, in particular the Margie 
Jenkins Azalea Garden, but from the 
destruction brings opportunity. We are in 
the process of  restoring the gardens and 
continuing to build new and exciting things. 
We at the Hammond Research Station are 
looking forward to the New Year and hope 
that you will be able to visit the gardens. 
	 Until next time,
	 Jeb

Hammond Research Station Update
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AD Sizes Dimensions 1 QTR 
Issue

Non-Member Rate
1 YR / 4 issues

*Member Rate
1 YR / 4 
issues 

Full pg Color 7-1/2” X 9-1/2” $300 $1200 $960

Half pg Color 
3-1/2” X  9-1/2” V
7-1/2” X 4-1/2” H $180 $720 $480

Quarter pg Color  3-1/2” X 4-1/2” $120 $480 $300

Business card Color 3-1/2” X 2” $110 $420 $270

Advertise your business in the LNLA Quarterly Newsletter
Quarterly publications: Jan/Feb/March, April/May/June, July/Aug/Sept, Oct/Nov/Dec.

Reach over 1200 members and industry professionals with each issue!

Ad Specifications:  Ads should be saved in a jpeg or tiff format, with fonts converted to curves.
Deadline: Ads are due the first of the month each quarter (March, June, September, December).
For Questions and Ad Submissions Contact:  Cari Jane Murray, LNLA Executive Secretary, (E) 
carijanelnla@gmail.com (P) 985-237-2939.

Grow Conventional

PLANT FOOD 10-4-3 PLANT FOOD 3-1-1

Grow Organic

Go with the smart choice in plant food. Each professional-grade 
formula is developed to enhance plant health for more vibrant 
flowers and foliage, higher quality crops and more bountiful 
yields. For example, a 45% increase in strawberry yield with 
Nature’s Source plant food when combined with half the 
grower standard nitrogen rate was proven by trial results.

To locate a distributor or get more information,   
visit NaturesSourcePlantFood.com  
or call 888 839-8722.

Visit naturessourceplantfood.com for current  
Terms & Conditions of Sale. 
©2017 Ball DPF, LLC 18084

18084-NAT-Ad Pro-Organic_OneThirdPage-GT-final.indd   1 11/14/17   11:10 AM
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Serving Louisiana Since 1954 

 
 
 
 
                

                   985.237.2939                   
carijanelnla@gmail.com 

            www.lnla.org 
 
 
To: Louisiana Green Industry Professionals 
 
Re: Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional Exams (CNLP) – 2020 
 
The Louisiana Nursery and Landscape Association has scheduled the certified nursery and landscape 
professional manual review and exams for 2020.  The schedule is as follows: 
 

February 18-19 LSU AgCenter Hammond Research Station, Hammond 
Summer TBA Ira Nelson Horticulture Center, ULL, Lafayette 
 
 

Manual reviews will be held on the first day from 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and second day from 9:00 a.m. - 
12:00 noon.  The exam will be given at about 1:00 p.m. on the second day; 3 hours are allowed for the 
full exam.  There are five sections to the exam: 
 

Section 1 - Plant Classification, Growth and Development 
Section 2 - Understanding Pests and Their Control 
Section 3 - Culture of Nursery Stock in Retail Yards 
Section 4 - Landscape Contracting, Tree and Turf Management 
Section 5 - Plant Identification 
 

Primarily, persons in the retail garden center and landscape contracting/maintenance areas of the ‘Green 
Industry’ participate; however the course is also recommended for wholesale growers, irrigation 
contractors and Master Gardeners.  The CNLP was established to provide a professional educational 
opportunity for ‘Green Industry’ professionals.  The manual review is also excellent preparation for the 
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry’s landscape horticulturist license exam.  An LDAF 
license or permit is required to be in various landscape & nursery related businesses in Louisiana; the 
CNLP is not required.  The certification is not a license.  Call LDAF Horticulture Commission at 225-
952-8102 or your nearest LDAF regional office to schedule the license exam. 
 
Dr. Jeb Fields, LSU AgCenter’s Commercial Horticulturist, is the primary instructor for the manual 
review/training session. It is recommended that participants acquire and read the manual, The Louisiana 
Manual for the Environmental Horticultural Industry, before attending the CNLP review.  Participants can 
then ask questions on the content of the manual during the review.  A highlighter and pen, as well as the 
manual, are highly recommended to be brought to the review with each participant; this allows marking 
of items which will be included on the exam.  The manual is not included in the fee for the review &/or 
exam. 
 
Please contact me, by phone (985)237-2939, or email carijanelnla@gmail.com, if you have any questions 
in regard to this year’s certified nursery and landscape professional programs. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cari Jane Murray 
LNLA Executive Secretary 

 



LNLA Quarterly Newsletter 2019 Vol. 68

44

Serving Louisiana Since 1954 

 
 
 
 

  Certified Nursery & Landscape Professional 
  Manual Review and Exam - 2020  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Register for the Manual Review and Exam by selecting the appropriate location ��  above: 
 
Business Name ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone/Email (P) _____________________ (E) _______________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make check or money order payable to:  
  Louisiana Nursery & Landscape Association  
   
Mail check to: Louisiana Nursery & Landscape Association 
  PO Box 1447 
  Mandeville, LA 70470 
 
For further information contact: 
 Cari Jane Murray, LNLA Executive Secretary, (C) 985-237-2939, (E) carijanelnla@gmail.com 
  
REGISTRATION AND MANUAL PURCHACES MAY ALSO BE DONE ONLINE AT LNLA.ORG 
 
 

��  February 18-19 
LSU AgCenter 

Hammond Research Station 
21549 Old Covington Hwy 

Hammond, LA 70403 
 

��  Summer 2020 TBA 
Ira Nelson Horticulture Center 

University of LA at Lafayette 
2206 Johnson St. 

Lafayette, LA 70503 
 

 
 

Registration & Manual Fees: 
 

$175 per person for review and full exam. 
 
$20 per section(s) re-taken by each person. 
* Please specify re-take section(s) if known. 
    Sec #1- Plant Classification, Growth & Development 
     Sec #2- Understanding Pests and Their Control 
     Sec #3- Culture of Nursery Stock in Retail Yards 
     Sec #4- Landscape Contracting, Tree & Turf Mgt. 
     Sec #5- Plant Identification 
 
$75 per person for manual review only 
(no exam) in preparation for the LDAF  
license test or professional training. 
 
$60 per copy for “Louisiana Manual for 
the Environmental Horticulture Industry, 
the suggested manual for this course (not 
already included in registration fees above). 

Participant Name(s) & Section(s): 
 

___________________________ 
 

___________________________ 
 

___________________________ 
 

___________________________ 
 

___________________________ 
 

___________________________ 

 
    $60 x _____ @ Manual = 

 
Shipping & Handling $5 x _____ @ Manual = 

 
 

Fees 
 

___________ 
 

___________ 
 

___________ 
 

___________ 
 

___________ 
 

___________ 
 
          $ ____________ 
 
+ S/H $ ____________                    
 

 

Total $___________ 

Check #___________ 

Date   ___________

  

 

 

 

Begins at  
9am daily 
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	 The Louisiana Nursery & Landscape Association 
Board met on Wednesday, October 23, 2019, at 
LSU AgCenter Hammond Research Station.  Total 
attendance was 28 people.
	 Board Members Attending:   Chris Herrmann, 
Ricky Becnel, Kurt Ducote, Juan Garcia, Brian 
Bridges, Mike Hoogland, Lisa Loup, Rayne Gibson, 
Brandon Adams, Michael Roe, Tony Carter, Gerritt 
Monk, Craig Roussel, Jeb Fields	 	 Absent: 
Mike Goree
	 Quorum is 7 voting members; 11 present; 
quorum established.
	 Guests/Staff:  Cari Jane Murray, Tina Peltier, 
Ansel Rankins, Brian Breaux, Jason Stagg, Dr. Yan 
Chen, Dr. Briley, Dr. Hutchison, Dr. Salassi, Laurie 
Johnson, Cindy Ray, Candria Ray, and Angelo 
Quaglino.
	 President, Ricky Becnel started the meeting 
at 10:02AM welcoming everyone and standing to 
say the pledge of allegiance to the American flag.  
Ricky asked everyone to look over the minutes 
from the previous board meeting in July and 
asked for any discussion.  Kurt Ducote motioned 
to accept the minutes, Mike Hoogland second, all 
were in favor.
Laurie Johnson, owner of KTeam Printing in 
Hammond, LA, addressed the board with new 
ideas for membership and printing.  LNLA does lots 
of work with KTeam from our newsletter printing 
and mail out to other office supplies.  Laurie 
recommended the board put out a calendar to 
membership and this was well received.
	 NLFSR Update - Allen Owings, as 
representative of LNLFSR, gave an update that 
there were around 170 folks at the gala this 
summer and record income of about $49K.  We 
did increase the ticket price with no negative 
feedback.  Foundation board has decided to have 
Gala XI at the same place summer 2020. It will be 
the last Friday in June, the same weekend as the 
Farm Bureau Federation meeting.  Foundation 
has over $100K started out with $65K ten years 
ago, things are going well. LNLFSR appreciates 
the LNLAs contributions.  We will be giving 6 
scholarships in the amount of $1000 each at GSHE 
to full time college students in hort or closely 
related field.  We surveyed LNLA membership to 
see what industry would want grant money put 
towards.  The foundation board will be meeting 
soon to decide what the budget will be for 2020 
and how they would like to see grant dollars spent.  
The foundation will be sending out an end of the 
year donation solicitation letter soon.
	 LDAF Update - Dr. Ansel Rankins informed 
everyone about lots of things going on in the 
department.  Lethal yellowing of palms has only 
been detected in 2 parishes.  Lethal Bronzing or 
date palm decline has been in LA for several years 
but only in 8 parishes. LDAF is conducting surveys 
around these areas.  Seeing Boxwood die back 
in retail stores; at a couple of Lowes locations 
originating outside of Louisiana.  
	 Tina Peltier informed us that the computer 
based Landscape Horticulture licensing exams 
started in August.  78 exams have been 
administered since August with 50% pass rate, 
which is normal.  More statistics will come.  
Landscape Architect is only exam not available on 
computer, maybe in January.  Next Commission 
meeting is Dec. 5th. 
	 LFBF Update - Brian Breaux filled us in on the 
proposed rules and regulations about industrial 

hemp; nothing was passed because there was not 
a quorum at the last meeting for this. 2018 farm 
bill has been adopted.  Farm Bill meetings will be 
held around the state to coach people on what to 
do.  
	 Labor Committee - Mike Hoogland said that 
they apply every year for H2B visas but things are 
so broken and have been forewarned that they will 
probably not get their visas.  There’s no answer 
yet. Frustrating.  
	 Dr. Michael Salassi was a guest to our meeting.  
He introduced himself and let the board know he 
will be replacing Dr. Leonard at the LSU AgCenter 
after his retirement in February 2020.  This 
position works with all agriculture products across 
the state.  There is a hort position that we will be 
filled in the next few weeks.  The industrial hemp 
meeting will be November 13th  in Alexandria.  Dr. 
Salassi looks forward to a continued partnership 
with the LNLA.
	 Financial Report - Brian Bridges let the 
board know that there will be a budget meeting 
November 13th in Baton Rouge and will bring the 
new budget to the next meeting.  As of September, 
the LNLA has $68K cash in bank, $88K in savings, 
$25K in money market for a total of $183,508 in 
assets.  Newsletter ads have generated $8K more 
than last year. Income is up and expenses are 
down.  Mike Hoogland motioned to accept the 
financial report, Kurt Ducote second and all were 
in favor.
	 Funding Committee - Michael Roe reported 
that LNLA purchased waters for SELNA tradeshow, 
we contributed to the Doug Young Memorial 
Golf tournament and also to the LSU AgCenter 
Hammond Field Day lunch. Nothing else on the 
horizon for now.
	 Marketing Committee - Tony Carter reported 
to the board that the raffle item is now at BWI in 
Forest Hill and $980 in tickets have already been 
sold. Tickets can be purchased online at lnla.org.  
We are looking for sponsors for the raffle this 
year.  We will be calling some large vendors to 
help contribute.  The winner will be announced on 
Friday of GSHE 2020 at 2PM.
	 Advertisement for the GSHE show will be the 
pens and pads. Tony makes a motion to not spend 
more than $1200 on promotional pens and pads; 
and the pens should last us 2 year.  Kurt seconds 
and all were in favor. Motion passed.
	 Membership Committee - Kurt Ducote would 
like to have name tags for board members made.  
Dues renewals will go out November 1st. Lisa 
would like to have the LNLA calendar put on the 
agenda for 2021 … lots to discuss there.  Kurt 
second.
	 Nominating Committee - Gerritt Monk let 
everyone know that we have 3 board members 
rolling off this coming year.  We are going to 
nominate Michael Roe as 2nd vice.  There were 
no other nominations from the membership.  We 
will finalize the slate in December to be ratified at 
GSHE.
	 Awards Committee - Juan Garcia let us 
know that he had several nominations from 
membership.  The awards committee put the list 
together and the board voted on the winners. The 
winners will be announced at the annual LNLA 
membership breakfast and awards meeting at 
GSHE in January 2020.
	 IT Committee / Website - Lisa Loup reported 
that everything is going well.  Cari Jane is 

continuously updating the site.  We are still 
working on putting Plantant search engine back 
on the site.  Be aware of spam emails or text from 
scammers pretending to be Ricky Becnel, seems to 
be limited to board members only thank goodness.  
LNLA nor its board would ever ask for money in 
the form of gift cards or wire transfers.
	 CNLP Update - Cari Jane Murray and Dr. Jeb 
Fields let the board know CNLP is offered twice a 
year.  Jeb and Jason facilitate the class. The next 
class will be offered at Hammond, February 18-19.  
The board would like for Cari Jane to get the list 
of people who pass the Landscape Horticulture 
licensing exam from Tina at LDAF once a month 
or so and give to president and board for them to 
call, congratulate them and invite them into LNLA.
	 LNLA & LSU AgCenter Plant Materials 
Conference (Nov. 19) - Cari Jane Murray and 
Dr. Jeb Fields also let the board know about the 
upcoming event at Hammond Research Station.  
This is the last fund raiser for LNLA this year.  We 
have a great line up of speakers.  Lunch will be 
provided with a $50 registration fee.  CEUs are 
available to Landscape Architects and those 
needing them. Please come and/or send your 
employees.  Industry and Master Gardeners are 
welcome at the event.
	 GSHE Report - Cari Jane Murray ran through 
all the happenings for GSHE 2020 that will be early 
January.  Everyone is in agreement to have the 
same menu and buffet breakfast as last year at the 
LNLA annual membership breakfast and awards 
meeting.  Louisiana’s Lt. Governor Billy Nunguesser 
will be our guest speaker at the breakfast!  
	 The board would like to ask Russell Wood 
about putting LNLA on the GSHE name tags if 
member of associations. We will only have one 
entrance and sign to the reception Thursday night.  
We do want to do the live auction of the 4 front 
covers at the Thursday night reception.
	 Newsletter Update - Lisa Loup motioned 
to hold the current price of the LNLA quarterly 
newsletter back cover ad and the let the current 
holder have first right of refusal.  Ricky second. All 
were in favor with one nay. Motion passes.
	 LSU AgCenter Hammond Station Update - 
Dr. Jeb Fields let us know about field day; had 
a little under 200 people in attendance.  We 
appreciate LNLA’s sponsorship of the event. The 
SELNA tradeshow was held at the station as well 
in September.  Field day will be July 17, 2020.  
Margie Jenkins lecture series will be Friday, April 
3, 2020.  Starting to plant cool season trials at the 
station now.  We will be developing a website for 
the station with all of our data and reports about 
trials on the station. All American selection has 
chosen Hammond station as a site to take on their 
new container trials. Jeb introduced Dr. Charlie 
Hutchison and Dr. Briley.
	 Dr. Yan Chen reminded everyone about the 
pest management renewal education at the station 
February 13.
	 Jason Stagg is on the industrial hemp 
committee and informed the group where to find 
those rules and gave more information about 
the upcoming meeting on industrial hemp in 
Alexandria November 13.
	 Next Meeting – Mr Ricky reminded everyone 
the next meeting will be December 4th at Mike 
Anderson’s Restaurant in Baton Rouge.  Lisa 
motioned to dismiss, Gerritt second and all were in 
favor.  2:25 adjourned.	 	

LNLA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Wednesday, October 23, 2019 – 10:00 am
Hammond Research Station, Hammond, LA

AGENDA
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2020 Membership Application
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www.lnla.org

	
  
	
  
	
  

 
Welcome to our 60th Birthday Celebration,  

Thanks to our Sponsors! 
	
  

$500	
  Sponsors	
  
Gerald	
  Foret	
  Wholesale	
  Nursery	
  

Buddy	
  &	
  Dixie	
  Lee	
  
Allen	
  Owings	
  

Perino’s	
  Garden	
  Center	
  
	
  

$250	
  Sponsors	
  
Forest	
  Hill	
  Plantceaux	
  

Lee	
  Gray,	
  CPA	
  
Louisiana	
  Growers	
  
Windmill	
  Nursery	
  

	
  

In-­‐Kind	
  Sponsors	
  
Barry’s	
  Wholesale	
  Nursery	
  

Ira	
  Nelson	
  Horticulture	
  Center,	
  ULL	
  

PO Box 1447
Mandeville, LA 70470

Create a Beautiful Pollinator Garden
with Bracy’s Bene�cial Blooms

800.899.4716    •    www.bracys.com    •    sales@bracys.com

PRESOR T STD 

US POSTA GE 

PAID

BATON R OUGE, LA 

PERMIT NO 2035


